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ST. JOSEPH HOUSING COMMISSION
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
LEGAL SERVICES

The St. Joseph Housing Commission (SJHC), St. Joseph, Michigan, is seeking proposals from
legal firms to provide a variety of legal services on an as-needed basis for the next three to five
years. The Commission’s mission is to provide quality, affordable housing and self-sufficiency
opportunity to low and moderate income residents in St. Joseph, Michigan in an effective and
professional manner. The Commission intends to execute a contract commencing on or about
December 17, 2024. The Commission is accepting qualifications and proposals for legal services
until 3:00 PM on November 20, 2024.

L. Background

The St. Joseph Housing Commission is a “public housing agency” as defined under the US
Housing Act of 1937 (the Act) and is a body corporate and politic organized and existing
under the laws of the State of Michigan that receives funding and assistance from HUD.
SJHC owns one multi-family building (Lakeview Terrace) totaling 107 units. SJHC is
governed by a five-member Board of Commissioners appointed by the St. Joseph City
Commission. The Board meets once each month and as needed for special meetings.

I1. Description of Services

SJHC is soliciting proposals to provide services on an as needed basis, including but not
limited to:

Advise all STHC officials on matters relating to STHC business.
Attend STHC meetings when requested.

Assist with preparation and/or review of resolutions, contracts, agreements, leases,
deeds and other related documents.

Represent (or assist as appropriate) STHC in tenant eviction proceedings as directed by
the SJHC Executive Director

Monitor current housing authority State and Federal legislation and/or litigation

Provide legal opinions on matters relating to SJHC activities, including employment
issues.

Participate in the development of staff recommendations for action by the SJTHC Board
of Commissioners.

Make recommendations for updating existing resolutions and other policies and
practices.

Represent SJTHC in intergovernmental relations as appropriate.
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Maintain appropriate records and files.

Act as liaison with SJTHC’s insurance provider in litigation matters.

Perform related duties as necessary.

Legal services required by STHC typically fall into one of the categories listed below. Any
legal firm submitting a proposal may offer services in any one or more of these categories.
SJHC reserves the right to select more than one firm to provide such services:

Evictions, Tenant/Landlord Relations
Employment Law/ADA
Construction Bidding and Contract Matters

Liability and General Legal Matters
Open Meetings Act and FOIA
Civil Rights/Discrimination

Federal Fair Housing Law

HUD-assisted rental housing regulations

Contract Term

The duration of the contract shall be for three years and may be extended for two additional
one-year terms, not to exceed 5 years in aggregate. The contract may be terminated by either
party at any time with 30 days written notice.

Content of Proposals

SJHC requests that interested firms submit a proposal containing the following:

I.

Cover letter which identifies the firm’s primary contact person(s) for the
proposal.

Description of the firm’s qualifications, organizational structure and areas of
special expertise.

Identification of the types of legal services to be provided to the SJHC, using
the categories listed in “Description of Services” above. Other categories of
services may be provided, if desired, and some services may be specifically
excluded when such expertise is not available.

Description of experience working with clients in the public and municipal
sectors. Specifically address your experience with landlord/tenant matters.

Summarize key personnel who would be assigned and represent the PHA for
specific services.

Description of all known fees and charges to be incurred by SJHC. This must
include the hourly rate(s) charged and the methodology for rate increases. For
eviction work, flat-fee proposals are preferred but not required.

Provide the form of contract for services that the firm would propose to
execute with SJHC.
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8. List of three references for which similar services are or have been provided.
0. Required Documents
a. Attachment A — Form HUD-2992: Certification Regarding
Debarment and Suspension
b. Attachment B — Form HUD-5369-B: Instructions to Offerors Non-
Construction
c. Attachment C — Form HUD-5369-C - Certifications and
Representations of Offerors, Non-Construction Contract
10. Any additional information that will assist SJHC in evaluating the firm's
capability to perform the proposed services.
1. Please keep proposal limited to no more than 10 pages excluding the required
documents.

V. Schedule and Deadline

Questions about this Request for Proposals may be submitted in writing to
executivedir@stjosephhousingcommission.org. No phone calls please.

Date
RFP Available 10/29/2024
Last Day for Questions 11/05/2024
Receipt of Proposals 11/20/2024
Award 12/16/2024

PDF proposals must be submitted no later than 3:00 PM on Wednesday, November 20, 2024.
Proposals received after this time will not be accepted. Proposals must be e-mailed to

executivedir@stjosephhousingcommission.org with the subject line SJHC Legal RFP

Response.

VI Criteria and Selection

SJHC will use the criteria listed below, in the priority shown, to make its selections:

Criteria Points
Qualifications in the area(s) of service proposed 35
Experience working with the public sector, housing 25
authorities, or municipal organizations

Fees and charges 35
References submitted with proposal 5
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VII. General Terms and Conditions

1. All proposals will be open for public inspection only after the contract has
been awarded.

2. All proposals shall be considered valid for a period of ninety (90) days from
the RFP’s closing date and shall contain a statement to that effect.

3. All proposals shall be subject to applicable public disclosure laws. Any
information received within the proposal will be considered part of the public
record of this procurement.

4. The selected firm will be required to declare that it will represent STHC to the
exclusion of all other clients having potential conflicts with STHC.

5. The Housing Authority expressly reserves the following rights:
a. To reject any/all proposals or portions thereof.

b. To allow proposers to correct minor proposal irregularities, if in the
best interest of STHC.

c. To base awards with due regard to quality of services, experience,
compliance with specifications, and other such factors as may be
necessary and appropriate in the circumstances.

d. To make the award to any proposer or combination of proposers
whose proposals(s), in the opinion of SJHC, is in the best interest of
SJHC.

e. Any proposal or proposal-modification received after the hour and
date specified as the deadline, will be returned unopened.

f. To terminate a contract awarded pursuant to this RFP at any time for
its convenience upon 30 days’ written notice to the successful
proposer.

Affirmative Action:

SJHC is an Equal Opportunity Business Enterprise, which promotes competitive solicitations and
does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, creed, national origin, sex, sexual
orientation, gender identity, military status, disability, or age. SJHC encourages minority and
women-owned business enterprises to respond to this solicitation. If your firm is minority or women-
owned, please state and provide a statistical representation of your work force with your quote.

Section 3:

SJHC promotes the employment of its residents and low-income persons in by utilizing HUD funds
for contracted activities under the Section 3 program. Interested contractors are invited to indicate if
they intend to hire any additional staff to assist in any way the delivery of services under an awarded
contract, and if so, what measures will be undertaken to attempt to locate and hire qualified low-
income persons to fill those positions using best possible effort. If no new positions are to be created
under this contract, there is no obligation for the contractor to hire or train individuals under Section
3.
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Certification Regarding U.S. Department of Housing
: and Urban Development
Debarment and Suspension

Certification A: Certification Regarding Debarment, Suspension, and
Other Responsibility Matters - Primary Covered Transactions

1. The prospective primary participant certifies to the best of its knowl- 4. The prospective primary participant shall provide immediate writ-
edge and belief that its principals; ten notice to the department or agency to whom this proposal is

a. Are not presently debarred, suspended, proposed for debarmenf,meitt,e,d if.at any time the prospective primary participant learns that
declared ineligible, or voluntarily excluded from covered transactions 'S Certification was erroneous when submitted or has become errone

by any Federal debarment or agency: ous by reason of changed circumstances.

b. Have not within a three-year period preceding this proposal 5. The termsovered transaction, debarred, suspended, ineligible,

been convicted of or had a civil judgment rendered against them forl©Wer tier covered transaction, participant, person, primary cov-
ered transaction, principal, proposal, and voluntarily excluded as

commission of fraud or a criminal offense in connection with obtain- ! ¢ ; y e
used in this clause, have the meanings set out in the Definitions an

ing, attempting to obtain, or performing a public (Federal, State, or ° . - )
local) transaction or contract under a public transaction; violation of COVerage sections of the rules implementing Executive Order 12549

Federal or State antitrustatutes or commission of embezzlement, theft, YU May contact the department or agency to which this proposal is
forgery, bribery, falsification, or destruction of records, making false P€ing submitted for assistance in obtaining a copy of these regulations

statements, or receiving stolen property; 6. The prospective primary participant agrees by submitting this
proposal that, should the proposed covered transaction be entered int
hit shall not knowingly enter into any lower tier covered transaction
with a person who is debarred, suspended, declared ineligible, ol
voluntarily excluded from participation in this covered transaction,
unless authorized by the department or agency entering into this
d. Have not within a three-year period preceding this application/ transaction.
proposal had one or more public transactions (Federal, State, or local
terminated for cause or default.

c. Are not presently indicted for or otherwise criminally or civilly
charged by a governmental entity (Federal, State, or local) wit
commission of any of the offenses enumerated in paragraph (1)(b) o
this certification; and

)7. The prospective primary participant further agrees by submitting
this proposal that it will include the clause titled “Certification
2. Where the prospective primary participant is unable to certify to Regarding Debarment, Suspension, Ineligibility and Voluntary Exclu-
any of the statements in this certification, such prospective participantsion - Lower Tier Covered Transaction,” provided by the department
shall attach an explanation to this proposal. or agency entering into this covered transaction, without modification,
Instructions for Certification (A) i_n all lower tier cover_ed transactions and in all solicitations for lower
tier covered transactions.
1. By signing and submitting this proposal, the prospective primary

participant is providing the certification set out below. 8. A participant in a covered transaction may rely upon a certification

of a prospective participant in a lower tier covered transaction that it
2. The inability of a person to provide the certification required below is not debarred, suspended, ineligible, or voluntarily excluded from the
will not necessarily result in denial of participation in this covered covered transaction, unless it knows that the certification is erroneous
transaction. The prospective participant shall submit an explanationA participant may decide the method and frequency by which it
of why it cannot provide the certification set out below. The certifi- determines this eligibility of its principals. Each participant may, but
cation or explanation will be considered in connection with the is not required to, check the Nonprocurement List.

department or agency’s determination whether to enter into this
transaction. However, failure of the prospective primary participant to
furnish a certification or an explanation shall disqualify such person
from participation in this transaction.

9. Nothing contained in the foregoing shall be construed to require
establishment of a system of records in order to render in good faith the
certification required by this clause. The knowledge and information
of a participant is not required to exceed that which is normally
3. The certification in this clause is a material representation of factpossessed by a prudent person in the ordinary course of busines
upon which reliance was place when the department or agency deterdealings.

mined to enter into this transaction. If it is later determined that the 10. Except for transactions authorized under paragraph (6) of thess

prospective primary participant knowingly rendered an erroneous.

certification, in addition to other remedies available to the Federal!nStrUCtlonS’ if a participant in a covered transaction knowingly enters

Government, the department or agency may terminate this transactior'1nto a Iowe_r tl(_er_ covered transa_ctlon with a person W.h(.) IS _sus_pended
debarred, ineligible, or voluntarily excluded from participation in this
for cause of default. - ] - . .
transaction, in addition to other remedies available to the Federal
Government, the department or agency may terminate this transactiol

for cause of default.
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Certification B: Certification Regarding Debarment, Suspension, Ineli-
gibility and Voluntary Exclusion - Lower Tier Covered Transactions

1. The prospective lower tier participant certifies, by submission of 5. The prospective lower tier participant agrees by submitting this
this proposal, that neither it nor its principals is presently debarred,proposal that, should the proposed covered transaction be entered int
suspended, proposed for debarment, declared ineligible, or voluntarilyit shall not knowingly enter into any lower tier covered transaction
excluded from participation in this transaction by any Federal depart-with a person who is debarred, suspended, declared ineligible, o
ment or agency. voluntarily excluded from participation in this covered transaction,

. . . . i unless authorized by the department or agency with which this trans:
2. Where the prospective lower tier participant is unable to certify to action originated.

any of the statements in this certification, such prospective participant

shall attach an explanation to this proposal. 6. The prospective lower tier participant further agrees by submitting
this proposal that it will include this clause titled “Certification
Regarding Debarment, Suspension, Ineligibility and Voluntary Exclu-
1. By signing and submitting this proposal, the prospective lower tier Sion - Lower Tier Covered Transaction,” withoubdification, in all
participant is providing the certification set out below. lower tier covered transactions and in all solicitations for lower tier

e . ) ) ) covered transactions.
2. The certification in this clause is a material representation of fact

upon which reliance was placed when this transaction was entered into/- A participant in a covered transaction may rely upon a certification
If it is later determined that the prospective lower tier participant Of a prospective participant in a lower tier covered transaction that it
knowingly rendered an erroneous certification, in addition to other is not debarred, suspended, ineligible, or voluntarily excluded from the
remedies available to the Federal Government, the department ofovered transaction, unless it knows that the certification is erroneous
agency with which this transaction originated may pursue availableA participant may decide the method and frequency by which it

remedies, including suspension and/or debarment. determines the 9|Ig|bl|lty of its principals. Each participant may, but
. . . . . is not required to, check the Nonprocurement List.
3. The prospective lower tier participant shall provide immediate

written notice to the person to which this proposal is submitted if at any8. Nothing contained in the foregoing shall be construed to require
time the prospective lower tier participant learns that its certification establishment of a system of records in order to render in good faith the

was erroneous when submitted or has become erroneous by reason 6ertification required by this clause. The knowledge and information
changed circumstances. of a participant is not required to exceed that which is normally

) o possessed by a prudent person in the ordinary course of busines
4. The termsovered transaction, debarred, suspended, ineligible,  gealings.

lower tier covered transaction, participant, person, primary cov-

ered transaction, principal, proposal, and voluntarily excluded as 9. Except for transactions authorized under paragraph (5) of thes
used in this clause, have the meanings set out in the Definitions andnstructions, if a participant in a lower covered transaction knowingly
Coverage sections of rules implementing Executive Order 12549. Youenters into a lower tier covered transaction with a person who is

may contact the person to which this proposal is submitted for assissuspended, debarred, ineligible, or voluntarily excluded from partici-
tance in obtaining a copy of these regulations. pation in this transaction, in addition to other remedies available to the

Federal Government, the department or agency with which this trans.
action originated may pursue available remedies including suspensiol
and/or debarment.

Instructions for Certification (B)

Applicant Date

Signature of Authorized Certifying Official Title
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Instructions to Offerors
Non-Construction

U.S. Department of Housing
and Urban Development
Office of Public and Indian Housing

i
L]

-03291 -

1. Preparation of Offers

(a) Offerors are expected to examine the statement of work, the
proposed contract terms and conditions, and all instructions. Failure
to do so will be at the offeror's risk.

(b) Each offeror shall furnish the information required by the solicita-
tion. The offeror shall sign the offer and print or type its name on the
cover sheet and each continuation sheet on which it makes an entry.
Erasures or other changes must be initialed by the person signing the
offer. Offers signed by an agent shall be accompanied by evidence of
that agent's authority, unless that evidence has been previously
furnished to the HA.

(c) Offers for services other than those specified will not be consid-
ered.

2. Submission of Offers

(a) Offers and modifications thereof shall be submitted in sealed
envelopes or packages (1) addressed to the office specified in the
solicitation, and (2) showing the time specified for receipt, the solicita-
tion number, and the name and address of the offeror.

(b) Telegraphic offers will not be considered unless authorized by the
solicitation; however, offers may be modified by written or telegraphic
notice.

(c) Facsimile offers, modifications or withdrawals will not be consid-
ered unless authorized by the solicitation.

3. Amendments to Solicitations

(a) M this salicitation is amended, then all terms and conditions which
are not modified remain unchanged.

(b) Offerors shall acknowledge receipt of any amendments to this
solicitation by
(1) signing and returning the amendment;
(2) identifying the amendment number and date in the space
provided for this purpose on the form for submitting an offer,
(3) letter or telegram, or
(4) facsimile, if facsimile offers are authorized in the solicitation.
The HA/HUD must recsive the acknowledgment by the time
specified for receipt of offers.

4. Explanation to Prospective Offerors

Any prospective offeror desiring an explanation or interpretation of the
solicitation, statement of work, etc., must request it in writing soon
enough to allow a reply to reach all prospective offerors before the
submission of their offers. Oral explanations or instructions given
before the award of the contract will not be binding. Any information
given to a prospective offeror concerning a soficitation will be furnished
promptly to all other prospective offerors as an amendment of the
solicitation, if that information is necessary in submitting offers or if the
lack of it would be prejudicial to any other prospective offerars.

5. Responsibility of Prospective Contractor

(a) The HA shall award a contract only to a responsible prospective
contractor who is able to perform successfully under the terms and
conditions of the proposed contract. To be determined responsible,
a prospective contractor must -
(1) Have adequate financial resources to performthe contract, or
the ability to obtain them;

{(2) Have a satisfactory performance record;
(3) Have a satistactory record of integrity and business ethics;
(4) Have a satisfactory record of compliance with public policy
‘(e.g., Equal Employment Opportunity); and
(5) Nothavebeen suspended, debarred, or otherwise determined
to be ineligible for award of contracts by the Department of
Housing and Urban Development or any other agency of the
U.S. Government. Current lists of ineligible contractors are
available for inspection at the HA/HUD.

(b) Before an offer is considered for award, the offeror may be
requested by the HA to submit a statement or other documentation
regarding any of the foregoing requirements. Failure by the offeror to
provide such additional information may render the offeror ineligible for
award.

6. Late Submissions, Modifications, and Withdrawal of Offers

(a) Any offer received at the place designated in the solicitation after
the exact time specified for receipt will not be considered unless it is
received before award is made and it -

(1) Was sent by registered or certified mail not later than the fifth
calendar day before the date specified for receipt of offers
(e.g., an offer submitted in response to a solicitation requiring
receipt of offers by the 20th of the month must have been
mailed by the 15th);

(2) Was sent by mail, or if autharized by the solicitation, was sent
by telegram or via facsimile, and it is determined by the HA/
HUD that the late receipt was due solely to mishandling by the
HA/MHUD after receipt at the HA;

(3) Was sent by U.S. Postal Service Express Mail Next Day
Service - Post Office to Addressee, not later than 5:00 p.m. at
the place of mailing two working days prior to the date specified
for receipt of proposals. The term “working days” excludes
weekends and U.S. Federal holidays; or

(4) Is the only offer received.

(b) Any modification of an offer, except a modification resuiting from
the HA's request for “best and final” offer (if this solicitation is a request
for proposals), is subject to the same conditions as in subparagraphs
(a)(1), (2), and (3) of this provision.

(c) A modification resulting from the HA's request for “best and final"
offer received after the time and date specified in the request will not
be considered unless receivedbefore award andthe late receipt isdue
solely to mishandling by the HA after receipt at the HA.

(d) The only acceptable evidence to establish the date of mailing of a
late offer, modification, or withdrawal sent either by registered or
certified mail is the U.S. or Canadian Postal Service postmark both on
the envelope or wrapper and on the original receipt from the U.S. or
Canadian Postal Service. Both postmarks must show a legible date
or the offer, modification, or withdrawal shall be processed as if mailed
late. “Postmark” means a printed, stamped, or otherwise placed
impression (exclusive of a postage meter machine impression) that is
readily identifiable without further action as having been supplied and
affixed by employees of the U.S. or Canadian Postal Service on the
date of mailing. Therefore, offerors should request the postal clerk to
place a hand cancellation bull's-eye postmark on both the receipt and
the envelope or wrapper.

(e) Theonly acceptable evidence to establish the time of receipt atthe
HA is the time/date stamp of HA on the offer wrapper or other
documentary evidence of receipt maintained by the HA.
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(fy The only acceptable evidence to establish the date of mailing of a
late offer, modification, or withdrawal sent by Express Mail Next Day
Service-Post Office to Addressee isthe date entered by the post office
receiving clerk on the “Express Mail Next Day Service-Post Office to
Addressee” label and the postmark on both the envelope or wrapper
and on the original receipt from the U.S. Postal Service. “Postmark”
has the same meaning as defined in paragraph (c) of this provision,
excluding postmarks of the Canadian Postal Service. Therefore,
offerors should request the postal clerk to place a legible hand
canceilation bull's eye postmark on both the receipt and the envelope
or wrapper.

(g) Notwithstanding paragraph (a) of this provision, a late modification
of an otherwise successful offer that makes its terms more favorable
to the HA will be considered at any time it is received and may be
accepted.

(h) If this solicitation is a request for proposals, proposais may be
withdrawn by written notice, or if authorized by this solicitation, by
telegram (including mailgram) or facsimile machine transmission
received at any time before award. Proposals may be withdrawn in
person by a offeror or its authorized representative if the identity of the
person requesting withdrawal is established and the person signs a
receipt for the offer before award. If this solicitation is an invitation tor
bids, bids may be withdrawn at any time prior to bid opening.

7. Contract Award

(a) The HA will award a contract resutting from this solicitation to the
responsible offeror whose offer conforming to the solicitation will be
most advantageous tothe HA, cost or price and other factors, specified
elsewhere in this solicitation, considered.

(b) The HA may
(1) reject any or all offers if such action is in the HA'’s interest,
(2) accept other than the lowest offer,
(3) waive informalities and minor irregularities in offers received,
and (4) award more than one contract for all or part of the
requirements stated.

(c) f this solicitation is a request for proposals, the HA may award a
contract on the basis of initial offers received, without discussions.
Therefore, eachinitial offer should contain the offeror's bestterms from
a cost or price and technical standpoint.

(d) A written award or acceptance of offer mailed or otherwise
furnished to the successful ofteror within the time for acceptance
specified in the offer shall result in a binding contract without further
action by either party. If this solicitation is a request for proposals,
before the offer's specified expiration time, the HA may accept an offer,
whether or not there are negotiations after its receipt, unless a written
notice of withdrawal is received before award. Negotiations conducted
after receipt of an offer do not constitute a rejection or counteroffer by
the HA.

(8) Neither financial data submitted with an offer, nor representations
concerning facilities or financing, will form a part of the resulting
contract.

8. Service of Protest

Any protest against the award of acontract pursuant to this solicitation
shall be served onthe HA by obtaining written and dated acknowiedg-
ment of receipt from the HA at the address shown on the cover of this
solicitation. The determination of the HA with regard to such protest
or to proceed to award notwithstanding such protest shall be final
unless appealed by the protestor.

9. Offer Submission

Offers shall be submitted as follows and shall be enclosed in a sealed
envelope and addressed to the office specified in the solicitation. The
proposal shall show the hour and date specified in the solicitation
for receipt, the solicitation number, and the name and address of
the offeror, on the face of the envelope.

it is very important that the offer be properly identified onthe face
of the envelope as set forth above in order to insure that the date and
time of receipt is stamped on the face of the offer envelope. Receiving
procedures are: date and time stamp those envelopes identified as
proposals anddeliver them immediately to the appropriate contracting
official, and only date stamp those envelopes which do not contain
identification of the contents and deliver them to the appropriate
procuring activity only through the routine mail delivery procedure.

[Describe bid or proposal preparation instructions here:}
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U.S. Department of Housing OMB Approval No: 2577-0180 (exp. 7/30/96)
and Urban Development

Office of Public and Indian Housing

Certifications and
Representations

of Offerors
Non-Construction Contract

Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 5 minutes per response, including the time for reviewinginstructions, searching
existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information.

This form includes clauses required by OMB'’s common rule on bidding/offering procedures, implemented by HUD in 24 CFR 85.36, and those requirements
setforth in Executive Order 11625 for small, minority, women-owned businesses, and certifications for independent price determination, and conflict of interest.
The formis required for nonconstruction contracts awarded by Housing Agencies (HAs). The form is used by bidders/offerors to certify to the HA's Contracting
Officer for contract compliance. If the form were not used, HAs would be unable to enforce their contracts. Responses to the collection of information are

required to obtain a benefit or to retain a benefit. The information requested does not lend itself to confidentiality.

1. Contingent Fee Representation and Agreement

(a) The bidder/offeror represents and certifies as part of its bid/
offer that, except for full-time bona fide employees working
solely for the bidder/offeror, the bidder/offeror:

(D[ ]has,[ ]hasnot employed or retained any person or
company to solicit or obtain this contract; and

(2)[ ] bas,[ ]hasnot paid or agreed to pay to any person
or company employed or retained to solicit or obtain this
contract any commission, percentage, brokerage, or other
fee contingent upon or resulting from the award of this
contract.

(b) If the answer to either (a)(1) or (a) (2) above is affirmative,
the bidder/offeror shall make an immediate and full written
disclosure to the PHA Contracting Officer.

(c) Any misrepresentation by the bidder/offeror shall give the
PHA the right to (1) terminate the resultant contract; (2) at its
discretion, to deduct from contract payments the amount of any
commission, percentage, brokerage, or other contingent fee; or
(3) take other remedy pursuant to the contract.

2. Small, Minority, Women-Owned Business Concern Rep-
resentation

The bidder/offeror represents and certifies as part of its bid/ offer
that it:

(@[ 1lis,[ ]isnotasmall business concern. “Small business
concern,” as used in this provision, means a concern, includ-
ing its affiliates, that is independently owned and operated,
not dominant in the field of operation in which it is bidding,
and qualified as a small business under the criteria and size
standards in 13 CFR 121.

(d)[ Jis,[ ]isnotawomen-owned small business concern.
“Women-owned,” as used in this provision, means a small
business that is at least 51 percent owned by a woman or
women who are U.S. citizens and who also control and
operate the business.

@I 1is,[ 1isnota minority enterprise which, pursuant to
Executive Order 11625, is defined as a business which is at
least 51 percent owned by one or more minority group
members or, in the case of a publicly owned business, at least
51 percent of its voting stock is owned by one or more
minority group members, and whose management and daily
operations are controlled by one or more such individuals.

For the purpose of this definition, minority group members are:
(Check the block applicable to you)
[ 1 Black Americans [ 1 Asian Pacific Americans
[ 1 Hispanic Americans [ ] Asian Indian Americans
[ ] Native Americans [ 1 Hasidic Jewish Americans

3. Certificate of Independent Price Determination
(a) The bidder/offeror certifies that—

(1) The prices in this bid/offer have been arrived at indepen-
dently, without, for the purpose of restricting competi-
tion, any consultation, communication, or agreement
with any other bidder/offeror or competitor relating to (i)
those prices, (ii) the intention to submit a bid/offer, or
(iii) the methods or factors used to calculate the prices
offered;

(2) The prices in this bid/offer have not been and will not be
knowingly disclosed by the bidder/offeror, directly or
indirectly, to any other bidder/offeror or competitor be-
fore bid opening (in the case of a sealed bid solicitation)
or contract award (in the case of a negotiated solicitation)
unless otherwise required by law; and

(3) No attempt has been made or will be made by the bidder/
offeror to induce any other concern to submit or not to
submita bid/offer for the purpose of restricting competition.

(b) Each signature on the bid/offer is considered to be a certifi-
cation by the signatory that the signatory:

(1) Is the person in the bidder/offeror’s organization respon-
sible for determining the prices being offered in this bid
or proposal, and that the signatory has not participated
and will not participate in any action contrary to subpara-
graphs (a)(1) through (a)(3) above; or

(2) (i) Has been authorized, in writing, to act as agent for the
following principals in certifying that those principals
have not participated, and will not participate in any
action contrary to subparagraphs (a)(1) through (a)(3)
above (insert full name of person(s) in the bidder/offeror’s
organization responsible for determining the prices of-
fered in this bid or proposal, and the title of his or her
position in the bidder/offeror’s organization);

(ii) As an authorized agent, does certify that the princi-
pals named in subdivision (b)(2)(i) above have not par-
ticipated, and will not participate, in any action contrary
to subparagraphs (a)(1) through (a)(3) above; and

Previous edition is obsolete

page 1 of 2

form HUD-§369-C (8/93)
ref. Handbook 7460.8




(iii) Asan agent, has not personally participated, and will
not participate in any action contrary to subparagraphs
(a)(1) through (a)(3) above.

(c) If the bidder/offeror deletes or modifies subparagraph (a)2
above, the bidder/offeror must furnish with its bid/offer a
signed statement setting forth in detail the circumstances of
the disclosure.

4. Organizational Conflicts of Interest Certification

(a) The Contractor warrants that to the best of its knowledge and
belief and except as otherwise disclosed, it does not have any
organizational conflict of interest which is defined as a
situation in which the nature of work under a proposed
contract and a prospective contractor’s organizational, fi-
nancial, contractual or other interest are such that:

(i) Award of the contract may result in an unfair competi-
tive advantage;

(it) The Contractor’s objectivity in performing the con-
tract work may be impaired; or

(iii) That the Contractor has disclosed all relevant infor-
mation and requested the HA to make a determination
with respect to this Contract.

(b) The Contractor agrees that if after award he or she discovers
an organizational conflict of interest with respect to this
contract, he or she shall make an immediate and full disclo-
sure in writing to the HA which shall include a description of
the action which the Contractor has taken or intends to
eliminate or neutralize the conflict. The HA may, however,
terminate the Contract for the convenience of HA if it would
be in the best interest of HA.

(c) In the event the Contractor was aware of an organizational
conflict of interest before the award of this Contract and
intentionally did not disclose the conflict to the HA, the HA
may terminate the Contract for default.

(d) The Contractor shall require a disclosure or representation
from subcontractors and consultants who may be in a position
to influence the advice or assistance rendered to the HA and
shall include any necessary provisions to eliminate or neutralize
conflicts of interest in consultant agreements or subcontracts
involving performance or work under this Contract.

5. Authorized Negotiators (RFPs only)

The offeror represents that the following persons are authorized
to negotiate on its behalf with the PHA in connection with this
request for proposals: (list names, titles, and telephone numbers
of the authorized negotiators):

6. Conflict of Interest

In the absence of any actual or apparent conflict, the offeror, by
submission of a proposal, hereby warrants that to the best of its
knowledge and belief, no actual or apparent conflict of interest
exists with regard to my possible performance of this procure-
ment, as described in the clause in this solicitation titled “Orga-
nizational Conflict of Interest.”

7. Offeror's Signature

The offeror hereby certifies that the information contained in
these certifications and representations is accurate, complete,
and current.

Signature & Date:

Typed or Printed Name:

Title:
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