
Meeting Minutes :  
MINUTES OF THE ST. JOSEPH CITY COMMISSION MEETING HELD IN THE 
COMMISSION CHAMBERS, CITY HALL, ST. JOSEPH, MICHIGAN ON FEBRUARY 25, 
2013.  

   

PRESENT:       MAYOR PRO TEM GAREY, COMMISSIONERS GOFF AND RICHARDS  

                        CITY MANAGER FRANK WALSH  

                        CITY ATTORNEY LAURIE SCHMIDT  

                        CITY CLERK DEB KOROCH  

   

ABSENT:         MAYOR JUDD AND COMMISSIONER CHICKERING  

   

Mayor Pro Tem Garey called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.  

   

Commissioner Richards; seconded by Commissioner Goff, moved the approval of the February 
25, 2013 Agenda, as presented.  Roll call resulted as follows: Yeas:  Mayor Pro Tem Garey, 
Commissioners Goff and Richards.  Nays: None.  Absent: Mayor Judd and Commissioner 
Chickering.  Motion carried.  

   

Mayor Pro Tem Garey called for public comment.  

   

There being no public comment, Mayor Pro Tem Garey presented the February 25, 2013 
Consent Agenda:  

   

•·         Disbursements paid since February 7, 2013 in the amount of $1,278,752.55  

•·         Minutes of the February 11, 2013 Regular Meeting  



•·         Special Event - Tootsie Roll Drive - Knights of Columbus - March 22nd  

•·         Special Event - American Cancer Society Bark of Life - June 1st  

•·         Special Event - Krasl Art Fair - July 13th and 14th  

•·         Special Event - Maytag Steelhead Triathlon Ironman - August 4th  

                                                                                               

Commissioner Richard; seconded by Commissioner Goff, moved the approval of the February 
25, 2013 Consent Agenda, as presented.  Roll call resulted as follows: Yeas:  Mayor Pro Tem 
Garey, Commissioners Goff and Richards.  Nays: None.  Absent: Mayor Judd and Commissioner 
Chickering.  Motion carried.  

   

The City Clerk presented the resignation of Jered Dowdy from the Downtown Development 
Authority, effective immediately due to time constraints.  

   

Commissioner Goff; seconded by Commissioner Richards, moved the acceptance of the 
resignation of Mr. Jered Dowdy from the Downtown Development Authority, effective 
immediately.  Roll call resulted as follows: Yeas:  Mayor Pro Tem Garey, Commissioners Goff 
and Richards.  Nays: None.  Absent: Mayor Judd and Commissioner Chickering.  Motion 
carried.  

   

The City Clerk presented applications from five (5) citizens interested in serving on the 
Downtown Development Authority and asked the Commissioners to consider appointing one of 
those interested persons to the vacant seat created by the resignation of Jered Dowdy.  

   

Mayor Pro Tem Garey; seconded by Commissioner Goff, moved to appoint Ms. Debra Sailor, 
owner and operator of the downtown Jimmy Johns Restaurant to serve out the unexpired term of 
Mr. Jered Dowdy on the Downtown Development Authority through November 1, 2015 Roll call 
resulted as follows: Yeas:  Mayor Pro Tem Garey, Commissioners Goff and Richards.  Nays: 
None.  Absent: Mayor Judd and Commissioner Chickering.  Motion carried.  

   

The Community Development Director noted that he had no news to report regarding 
discussions between the Edgewater Neighborhood Association and the property owner relative to 



their 526 Upton Drive zoning discussions.  The owner, Mr. Ballard, was present and stated that 
his attorney had suggested a ‘conditional zoning' as an alternative to his former request.  His 
attorney will be contacting the City Attorney to investigate this option further.  

   

The City Clerk presented Seasonal Day Vendor applications from four (4) parties wishing to 
vend on either public or private property throughout the 2013 season.  She stated that, as Day 
Vendors, each of these vendors would have exclusive rights to operate from the same fixed 
location each day (according to their application) and would remove their vending carts after 
vending hours.   She further stated that two applicants had requested the same location in Lake 
Bluff Park near the Cannon.  In accordance with the ordinance, the City Commission should base 
their decision to issue permits on: 1) the completeness of the application; 2) the quality and 
legitimacy of the products offered for sale; 3) The construction and design of the cart; and 4) the 
vendor's previous vending performance.  Discussion ensued.  

   

Commissioner Goff; seconded by Commissioner Richards, moved to grant the following 
Seasonal Day Vendor Permits: 1) the Hot Dog Cart at the NE corner of Broad and State; 2) The 
Twisted Dawg in Lake Bluff Park at the cannon; 3) Frosty Bite Snow Cone in Lions Beach Park; 
and 4) Mimi's Cupcakes on private property owned by Mr. Erik Fiskars and located at the SE 
corner of Broad Street and Lake Boulevard.  Roll call resulted as follows: Yeas:  Mayor Pro Tem 
Garey, Commissioners Goff and Richards.  Nays: None.  Absent: Mayor Judd and Commissioner 
Chickering.  Motion carried.  

   

The City Manager presented the Downtown Development Authority Five Year Goals and 
Objectives, which were recently developed by the members of the DDA and asked the City 
Commission to consider approving them, as presented.  

   

Commissioner Richards; seconded by Commissioner Goff, moved the approval of the 
Downtown Development Authority Five Year Goals and Objectives as developed by members of 
the DDA.  Discussion ensued.  Roll call resulted as follows: Yeas:  Mayor Pro Tem Garey, 
Commissioners Goff and Richards.  Nays: None.  Absent: Mayor Judd and Commissioner 
Chickering.  Motion carried.  

   

St. Joseph Today Executive Director Jill Stone presented the 2013 schedule of events for St. 
Joseph Today and asked the City Commission to consider granting general approval of the 
scheduled events.  



    

Commissioner Goff; seconded by Commissioner Richards, moved approval of the calendar of 
events scheduled by St. Joseph Today for 2013.  Roll call resulted as follows: Yeas:  Mayor Pro 
Tem Garey, Commissioners Goff and Richards.  Nays: None.  Absent: Mayor Judd and 
Commissioner Chickering.  Motion carried.  

   

The Community Development Director gave a brief update on short term rentals; he reminded 
Commissioners that last fall they adopted an ordinance placing a moratorium on accepting 
applications for Short-term Rental uses in the R-1 and R-2 zoning districts, which will expire on 
March 15. Staff is completing its research on this issue and will provide further information 
regarding the subject to the City Commission in March.  

   

The Community Development Director presented a proposal to acquire a portion of surplus 
MDOT right of way along the St. Joseph River to allow construction of a public waterfront trail. 
The parcel in question is approximately 80' wide, 800' long, and is located on the west side of the 
turning basin, between the St. Joseph River and the toe of the M-63 abutment.  He stated this 
property would be incorporated into the current Harbor Village concept by providing not only a 
public waterfront trail but also public parking, a kayak launch, marina office and public 
restrooms, and potentially broadside moorage if allowable. He asked the City Commission to 
authorize staff to make application to the Michigan Department of Transportation to acquire the 
property and to contract with Prism Environmental to conduct a Phase I and II environmental 
study at a cost of $4,965 to be reimbursed by the developer.  Discussion ensued.  

   

Commissioner Goff; seconded by Commissioner Richards, moved authorization for staff to 
make application to the Michigan Department of Transportation for the acquisition of property 
located along M-63 and the east side of the turning basin, as presented and to contract with Prism 
Environmental to conduct a Phase I and II environmental study at a cost of $4,965 to be 
reimbursed by the developer.  Roll call resulted as follows: Yeas:  Mayor Pro Tem Garey, 
Commissioners Goff and Richards.  Nays: None.  Absent: Mayor Judd and Commissioner 
Chickering.  Motion carried.  

   

The Community Development Director introduced Mr. Jay Costas, owner of Silver Beach Pizza, 
who requested the City Commission authorize Silver Beach Pizza to make improvements to the 
Depot Train Station by enclosing an approximate 8-1/2' x 18' area south of the relocated Amtrak 
waiting room, just outside the previous Amtrak waiting room.  Mr. Costas stated that the 
enclosed area would be used to seat up to twelve additional customers.  



   

Commissioner Goff; seconded by Commissioner Richards, moved authorization for Silver 
Beach Pizza to enclose an approximate 8-1/2' x 18' area south of the relocated Amtrak waiting 
room, just outside the previous Amtrak waiting room, subject to further approval of the 
completed design and plans.  Roll call resulted as follows: Yeas:  Mayor Pro Tem Garey, 
Commissioners Goff and Richards.  Nays: None.  Absent: Mayor Judd and Commissioner 
Chickering.  Motion carried.  

   

The City Engineer presented bids for the Price Street Reconstruction Project.  He stated that 
eight (8) bids had been received with pricing for both asphalt and concrete work; the bids were 
opened publicly on February 13th.  He further stated that staff was recommending the project be 
completed using concrete, which has a ten (10) year longer life than asphalt.  

   

Commissioner Richards; seconded by Commissioner Goff, moved the acceptance of the 
alternate proposal for concrete construction from Northern Construction Service Corporation for 
the Price Street Reconstruction Project in the amount of $79,102.20.  Roll call resulted as 
follows: Yeas:  Mayor Pro Tem Garey, Commissioners Goff and Richards.  Nays: None.  
Absent: Mayor Judd and Commissioner Chickering.  Motion carried.  

   

The Public Safety Director presented a proposal from Siemans Ford of Bridgman, Michigan for 
the purchase of two Ford Explorers and the trade-in of two Dodge Chargers for a net purchase 
cost of $42,550.  He stated that $50,000 had been budgeted in the Motor Pool Budget for the 
purchase of two police squad cars during this fiscal year.  

   

Commissioner Goff; seconded by Commissioner Richards, moved the acceptance of a proposal 
from Siemans Ford of Bridgman, Michigan for the purchase of two Ford Explorers and the trade-
in of two Dodge Chargers for a net purchase cost of $42,550.   Roll call resulted as follows: 
Yeas:  Mayor Pro Tem Garey, Commissioners Goff and Richards.  Nays: None.  Absent: Mayor 
Judd and Commissioner Chickering.  Motion carried.  

   

The Public Works Director presented six (6) bids for the Lions Beach Park Construction Project.  
He stated the low bid was provided by Fiskars Inc. in the amount of $258,380.00, including the 
alternates for changing rooms and sky lights, which staff recommends be included to complete 
the project as originally envisioned. He further stated that the Michigan Department of Natural 
Resources (MDNR) has reviewed the bids per the grant agreement with the City and has 



approved the low bid from Fiskars Inc., as presented.  

    

Commissioner Goff; seconded by Commissioner Richards, moved the acceptance of a proposal 
from Fiskars Inc. in the amount of $258,380, for the Lions Beach Park Construction project, 
including alternates for changing rooms and sky lights.  Roll call resulted as follows: Yeas:  
Mayor Pro Tem Garey, Commissioners Goff and Richards.  Nays: None.  Absent: Mayor Judd 
and Commissioner Chickering.  Motion carried.  

    

Mayor Pro Tem Garey updated the City Commission on the status of the City Manager search.  

   

There being no further business, Mayor Pro Tem Garey moved to adjourn at 7:00 p.m.  

   

   

   

                                                                                                                                           

Mayor Pro Tem                                                                        City Clerk  
 


