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MARK 
YOUR
CALENDAR
Feb 15  Presidents Day
  City Hall Closed
  Normal Rubbish Schedule
Feb 16  Winter taxes due by 5 p.m.
Feb 17  Water Services Joint Operating Board 4 p.m.
Feb 18  Downtown Development Authority 8:30 a.m.
  Zoning Board of Appeals 4:30 p.m.
Feb 22  City Commission 6 p.m.
Feb 23  Library Board 6 p.m.
Feb 25  Cemetery Board 9 a.m.
Feb 29  Last day to purchase dog licenses at City Hall
Mar 1  Non-city residents can begin to 
    reserve parks for 2017
Mar 3  Planning Commission 4:40 p.m.
Mar 4 - 6  LEGO Big City Build - Shadowland Ballroom
Mar 5  City Hall open for AV voting 8 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Mar 8  Presidential Primary Election 7 a.m. - 8 p.m.
Mar 10  Housing Commission 8:30 a.m.
  Parks Advisory Board 8 a.m.
Mar 11 - 13 Diva Days Weekend (SJT)
Mar 14    Board of Review 9am - noon; 1 - 4 pm
                 City Commission 6 pm
Mar 16    Board of Review 9am - noon; 6 - 9 pm
                 Water Services Joint Operating Board 4pm
Mar 17    St. Patrick’s Day
                 Downtown Development Authority 8:30 am
                 Zoning Board of Appeals 4:30 pm
Mar 20    First day of Spring

March 8, 2016 
Presidential Primary
The City of St. Joseph will conduct a Presidential Primary Election 
on March 8, 2016 for qualified voters of the City of St. Joseph. 
The March 8, 2016 Presidential Primary has been designated as a closed primary. In a closed 
primary there is one ballot listing the Republican Party candidates and another ballot listing the 
Democratic Party candidates. There is no political party registration requirement in Michigan 
Election Law and any Michigan registered voter can participate in the primary; however, in a 
closed primary, you must select your ballot preference in writing by completing either the 
Application to Vote/Ballot Selection Form on Election Day or on the Absent Voter Ballot Application 
if you are voting an absentee ballot (see MCL 168.615c).  You can find a sample Absent Voter 
Ballot Application on the city’s website/home page/right-hand side just under the Calendar. 
The party ballots will contain the following candidates:

THE DEMOCRATIC BALLOT 

Hillary Clinton 
Rocky De La Fuente 
Martin J. O’Malley 
Bernie Sanders 
Uncommitted

THE REPUBLICAN BALLOT 

Jeb Bush 
Ben Carson 
Chris Christie 
Ted Cruz 

Carly Fiorina 
Lindsey Graham 
Mike Huckabee 
John R. Kasich 
George Pataki 

Rand Paul 
Marco Rubio 
Rick Santorum 
Donald J. Trump 
Uncommitted

Each party ballot has a vote position for “uncommitted.” When a voter selects “uncommitted”, 
this indicates the voter is exercising a vote for that political party, but is not committed to any of 
the candidates listed on the ballot. If enough voters cast “uncommitted” votes, the party may send 
delegates to the national nominating convention who are not committed to a specific candidate.

Candidates who did not withdraw from the race before the December 11, 2015 deadline will still appear 
on the political party ballot.

Polling Places will be open from 7:00 a.m. until 8:00 p.m. on Tuesday, March 8, 2016.

REMEMBER PRECINCT 1 HAS BEEN RELOCATED TO CITY HALL; VOTERS WHO 
PREVIOUSLY VOTED AT THE LIBRARY WILL NOW VOTE AT CITY HALL.

Please take note of our permanent polling locations:

Precinct 1 – St. Joseph City Hall, second floor – 700 Broad Street
Precinct 2 – Howard Ice Arena – 2414 Willa Drive
Precinct 3 – Zion Evangelical UCC Church – 3001 Veronica Drive

For information on how to obtain an absent voter ballot, confirm your registration, 
check your polling location or work as an election inspector at the polls, please call 
the City Clerk’s Office at 983-6325.



Tim Zebell

City Engineer Reports on 
Upcoming Projects 

Japanese Knotweed 
Most Unwanted Plant
Japanese knotweed may look pretty, but 
it threatens to destroy anything made 
of concrete. House foundations, sewer 
lines, and roads are all in danger when 
Japanese knotweed is growing nearby. 
But, before you grab the hedge trimmers, 
you must know that cutting it back 
will only make it grow faster, and any 
clippings will starts a new plant where 
they land. If you trim, put clippings in a 
plastic bag and send it to the landfill. DO 
NOT leave clippings on the ground. 

Last fall, the City of St. Joseph contracted 
with a licensed herbicide applicator to 
apply the first of what is expected to be 
multiple applications to treat Japanese 
Knotweed in the central ravine sanitary 
sewer right-of-way area as well as in 
Kiwanis Park. Subsequent treatments of 
this area will take place during 2016, 
and in future years, as needed, based on 
periodic progress evaluations. Other city 
owned properties will be looked at and 
may be included in future treatments. 

Private property owners are encouraged 
to evaluate and treat Japanese Knotweed 
located on their property when possible. 
It is important to monitor your property 
carefully and frequently for new 
infestations. In order to prevent its spread, 
it is important to follow recommended 
procedures to eradicate Japanese 
Knotweed. Information, including a list of 
licensed contractors, is listed on the city 
website - www.sjcity.com/public hub/
charter-ordinances-codes-policies. 

2016 SIDEWALK REPLACEMENT PROJECT
The 2016 Sidewalk Replacement Project is scheduled to take place in the northwesterly quadrant 
of the city, which is located north of Harrison Avenue and west of Niles Avenue.  Property Owners 
with sidewalks in need of replacement will be notified this spring and construction will likely occur 
this summer.  As in the past, the Commission has authorized city participation in the replacement 
cost.  Property owners will only be charged one-half the cost of the sidewalk squares replaced along 
their frontage, as part of the program.  Questions regarding the sidewalk project can be directed to 
Assistant City Engineer Alex Austin at aaustin@sjcity.com. 

LAKEVIEW RESURFACING PROJECT
Lakeview Avenue, from Hilltop Road to West Highland Avenue is slated to be resurfaced this summer. 
The tentative plan is to start mid-June and complete the project prior to Labor Day.  Approximately 
20% of the project cost will be paid by the federal transportation improvement program funding 
that was not spent as part of the Botham Avenue Reconstruction Project.  The project includes 
resurfacing of the asphalt street, replacement of the storm sewer between Colonial Avenue and West 
Highland Avenue, and upgrades to sidewalk ramps.  Questions regarding the Lakeview Resurfacing 
project should be directed to City Engineer Tim Zebell at tzebell@sjcity.com. 

SAW GRANT PROJECT UPDATE
Work continues on the City’s Stormwater,  Asset Management and Wastewater (SAW) grant.  
The city is focusing on the asset management aspect of the grant with the goal of developing a 
holistic asset management plan for the city’s infrastructure within the Right-of-Way.  Current 
activities include developing an asset management plan policy, compiling and building a Geographical 
Information System (GIS) for the City’s sanitary sewers, storm sewers, water mains and streets, and 
assessing Computerized Maintenance Management Systems (CMMS) software to effectively operate 
and maintain city assets.  Wade Trim, the consultant assisting the city on the grant is preparing to hire 
a sewer televising firm to complete assessments of the condition on a portion of the city’s storm 
and sanitary sewer systems.  In the coming months, expect to see more information as to when the 
sewer and televising crews will mobilize and start work.  Please direct questions to City Engineer 
Tim Zebell at tzebell@sjcity.com. 

John Maier

John Maier, a retired Master Plumber from St. Joseph 
recently came on board as new Plumbing Inspector with 
the Inspection Department.  John brings nearly 35 years 
of experience “in the trade” to add to his Master Plumber 
and Plumbing Inspector credentials.  John and his wife 
Helga reside in St. Joseph Charter Township and have 
three grown children.  Messages can be left with the 
Inspection Department; however, all inspections will need 
to be scheduled directly with John at 269-519-8820.



REPORTING 
A POWER 
OUTAGE
In the immediate aftermath of a major storm, 
please notify Indiana Michigan Power if your 
power is out or to report safety hazards such 
as downed power lines or equipment that is 
sparking.  Please do not depend on city, county 
or state government to do this for you as they 
are not always aware of your situation nor 
do they have the most updated and accurate 
information. 
To avoid long hold times, the best and most 
efficient way to report an outage is online at 
www.IndianaMichiganPower.com/outages.  You 
may also call I&M’s Customer Operations 
Center at 1-800-311-6462.  You may not be able 
to speak directly with a center representative, 
due to the high volume of calls associated with 
a major outage, but you will be allowed to leave 
information about your outage.  Please keep in 
mind that I & M gives priority to outage calls 
dealing with safety concerns first. 
For the most up-to-date information on 
power restoration at your address, sign up 
for I&M ON THE GO Mobile Alerts at 
www.IndianaMichiganPower.com/alerts.

Dogs Being Leashed Is The Law
If you are allowing your dog to run loose on public property or private property without 
the owner’s consent, without restraint or control, you are breaking the law and in violation 
of city ordinances; please know that you may be charged with a civil infraction or 
misdemeanor.  Additionally, it is required by ordinance that animal excrement be scooped 
and disposed of properly.  
Let’s all be good dog owners and neighbors by following the law with keeping our 
precious pets on a leash and responsibly scooping and disposing of our pet’s excrement. 

Curbside Brush Collection
The Department of Public Works will collect brush curbside from May through October 
during the first full week of the month, specifically:
 May 2 – 6  August 8 – 12
 June 6 – 10  September 6 – 9
 July 5 – 8  October 3 – 7
Dates for brush collection are also included in the 2016 City Calendar provided to each 
resident’s home.  Additional brush collections may take place following major storms, 
wind or ice events.  Roots, weeds, grass or other debris should not be included with 
brush piles.  Residents should place brush out during the scheduled pickup week and not 
prior.  Please contact the Department of Public Works at (269) 983-6341 for inquiries 
regarding routine or storm related brush collections. 



FOR POLICE, FIRE, MEDICAL EMERGENCY CALL 911
For after hours non-emergency, call 983-2571

ECRWSS
Postal Customer

We’re on the Web!
www.sjcity.com

City Hall is barrier-free. Use the 
lobby elevator.  Accessible parking is 
behind the building.

St. Joseph City Hall
700 Broad Street
St. Joseph, Michigan 49085

Phone: 269-983-5541
Fax: 269-985-0346
email: info@sjcity.com

 Library News:
Introducing a new resource:

Thanks to the generosity of the 
Dorothy Hawks Estate, the library is 
able to provide this language learning 
website and app so you can learn 70+ 
languages.

Thank you to all of our 
collection volunteers!
We could not have moved 50,000 
items without you.

We would also like to thank the libary 
Board of Trustees of allowing us to 
close to complete this project.

Build Your Way 
Around Town with 
LEGO Programs 
in March

March 3: Builder’s Bash @ Silver Beach Carousel
March 4 - 6: “The Big Build” @ Shadowland Ballroom
March 12:  Build Competition @ The Heritage Museum
March 14 - 18:  LEGO Movies @ Maud Preston Palenske Library
March 19:  Bingo @ Curious Kids & Skyscaper Competition 

& Stop-Animation Video Workshop 
@ Krasl Art Center


