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MARK YOUR
CALENDAR
May 2: City Hall Open for AV Voting, 8am – 2pm
 Blossomtime Grand Floral Parade 1pm
 Library closed
May 3: Antiques on the Bluff (SJT), 10am – 5pm
May 5: Election Day
 Cinco de Mayo
May 7: Planning Commission 4:30 pm
May 10: Mother’s Day
May 11: City Commission 6pm
May 14: Housing Commission 8:30am
May 15: Box Factory’s MAAC Show
 Public Art Kickoff 5:30pm
May 16: Armed Forces Day
 Household Chemical & Electronic Recycling 
 (Berriencounty.org/recycling)
   BBQ, Blues & Bluegrass, add. . . (SJT), Noon – 8 pm
May 18: TwinCATS 9am
May 20: Water Service Joint Operating Board 4pm
May 21: DDA 8:30am
 Airport Authority 9:30am
 Joint Wastewater Board 11am
 Zoning Board of Appeals 4:30pm
May 22: Memorial Day Parade (SJT), Noon 
May 25: Memorial Day
 City Hall, Library & SJPS closed
 No rubbish collected
May 26: Monday rubbish collected
 City Commission, 6pm
 Library Board, 6pm
May 27: Tuesday rubbish collected 
 Parks Advisory Board 8am
 Recreational Harbor Authority 11am
May 28: Wednesday rubbish collected
 MEDIC I, 8:30am
May 29: Thursday rubbish collected
May 30: Farmers Market (SJT), 9am – 2pm
 Craft Fair (SJT), 10am – 5pm 
June 4: Planning Commission, 4:30pm
June 5: Last day of school for SJPS
June 6: Farmers Market (SJT), 9am – 2pm
June 7: Antiques on the Bluff, add . . .  (SJT), 10am – 5pm
June 8: City Commission, 6pm
June 13: Farmers Market (SJT), 9am – 2pm
June 14: Flag Day
June 15: TwinCATS 9am
June 17: Water Service Joint Operating Board, 4pm
June 18: DDA, 8:30 am
 Airport Authority, 9:30am
 Joint Wastewater Board, 11am
 Zoning Board of Appeals, 4:30pm
June 19 – 21: Lest We Forget Vietnam Re-enactment 
 (www.lestweforgetswmi.org)
June 21: Summer begins
 Father’s Day
June 22:  City Commission, 6pm
June 23: Library Board, 6pm
June 24: Parks Advisory Board, 8am
 Recreational Harbor Authority, 11am
 Brown Bag Concert (SJT), Noon
June 25: MEDIC I, 8:30am
 Cemetery Board, 9am
June 26: Friday Night Concert (SJT), 7:30pm
June 27: Farmers Market (SJT), 9am – 2pm
June 28: Municipal band concerts begin, 3:30 & 7:30pm

Election Schedule for 2015
The City Clerk’s Office will conduct the following Elections during the 
2015 Calendar Year:
MAY 5, 2015 – Ballot Proposal – An opportunity for voters to approve 
additional road funding. If this proposal is approved, it would:

• Eliminate the sales tax on motor fuel
• Raise sales and use tax from 6% to 7%
• Remove Higher Education from the School Aid Fund
• Amend the use tax distribution
• Trigger the following statutory changes:

 º Switch to a percentage-based wholesale tax on motor fuel
 º Increase the percentage-based wholesale tax
 º Change to registration fees for vehicles and heavy trucks
 º Transportation related reforms for warranties and competitive bidding on road projects
 º Restore the Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC)
 º Sales tax on internet sales (Main Street Fairness)

Additional information is posted to the city’s web site at  
www.sjcity.com/news-events/484-transportation-funding-ballot-proposal-may-5th-vote.

The last day to register to vote in the May 5, 2015 Special Election was April 6, 2015.

AUGUST 4, 2015 – There will be no August 4, 2015 City Commission 
Primary Election
Under the provisions of the City Charter, candidates shall be nominated at a primary election 
except when there are not more than twice as many qualified candidates as nominees for office.  
Because there were fewer than seven (7) qualified candidates submitting valid petitions for the 
three (3) City Commissioner vacancies, there will be no August Primary Election.  All three (3) 
candidates who did file valid petitions by the April 21st due date will appear on the November 
General Election ballot.  Those candidates are:
 • Fran Chickering
 • Chris Heugel
 • Jeffrey Richards 

NOVEMBER 3, 2015 – General Election – City Commission Election
Three Commissioners will be elected; the two candidates receiving the highest number of votes 
shall serve for a term of four years and the candidate receiving the third highest number of votes 
shall serve for a term of two years.

GENERAL VOTING INFORMATION
The polls open from 7:00 a.m. until 8:00 p.m. on each Election Day.  Please take note of the city’s 
permanent polling locations:
 • Precinct 1 – Library – 500 Market Street
 • Precinct 2 – Howard Ice Arena – 2414 Willa Drive
 • Precinct 3 – Zion Evangelical UCC Church – 3001 Veronica Drive

For information on how to obtain an absent voter ballot, confirm your registration, check your 
polling location or work as an election inspector at the polls, please call the City Clerk’s Office at 
983-6325.  

You may also check your voter status or polling location at www.sjcity.com; just click on the 
Michigan Voter Information Center link, located at the bottom of the Home page, then enter your 
voter information.

See you at the polls! 



Upcoming Street 
Work Reminder:  
Botham Avenue Roadway Project, from 
Niles Avenue to Morton Avenue, will 
commence mid-June.  The work encompasses 
complete reconstruction of the roadway 
and underground utilities.  Sidewalks and 
sidewalk ramps will also be replaced, as 
needed.  A public meeting is scheduled for 
June 3, 2015 at 6:00 p.m. for those desiring 
more information about the project.
Please direct your questions to City Engineer 
Tim Zebell, by calling 983-5541 or emailing 
him at tzebell@sjcity.com. 

North Pier Closed June – October 
City Hall is receiving lots of questions about what to expect throughout the 
construction process this summer as our North Pier lighthouses are renovated 
and restored to their original beauty.  The good news is, to date, the 
Lighthouse Forever Fund has raised $1.735 million of the $2 million needed; 
sufficient funds to begin the renovation work.  At this time, people should 
count on the entire North Pier being closed from June through October.  The 
work includes not only the lighthouses but also the catwalks, and a safety 
and staging zone will need to be instituted.

The bidding process began this week with the project time line 
encompassing contractor bids due back by May 19th, followed by approval 
of a contractor being announced at the May 26th City Commission meeting.  
Construction should begin on or around June 8th; anticipated project 
completion is the end of October.

Once we have a contractor on board in late May, staff will have a better 
feel for the intended phasing process.  The contractor will provide 
information on the extent of the pier closure that we will maintain on the city 
web site throughout the project, so visitors can find out the current status of 
the pier without having to drive to Tiscornia Park.

We thank you for your patience as we work to restore our lighthouses 
to their 1932 appearance.  These renovations will greatly enhance the 
experience of seeing the lights for generations to come.  A very exciting 
time for the City of St. Joseph! 

2015 SUMMER 
RECREATION 
PROGRAM 
Once again, the City of St. Joseph extends 
a warm invitation to all children to take 
part in our 2015 Summer Recreation 
Program beginning June 15 at the John and 
Dede Howard Ice Arena at Whittlesey Park.  
The City is pleased to announce a continued 
partnership with the YMCA as YMCA staff 
will be the organizers and are planning for 
seven (7) weeks of summer fun for children 
ages 5-11 (as of June 1). The program will 
provide structured and well-supervised 
activities emphasizing the YMCA core values 
of caring, honesty, respect and responsibility.  

Please read the Summer Recreation 
Guidelines and complete a registration form, 
both found on our web site (sjcity.com) and 
return to the Clerk’s Office with payment.  
Fees for city residents are $50/child or $100/
family; non-city residents are $200/child 
or $400/family. Similarly, for the Summer 
Tennis program, a tennis registration form 
is required and accompanied with payment, 
also found on the web site. Fees for the 
tennis program include $45/per child for 
city residents and $90/per child for non-city 
residents. Please refer all questions to 269-
983-6325; City of St. Joseph, 700 Broad Street, 
St. Joseph, MI  49085.

St. Joseph North Pier, 1908 circa.



With the sunny and warmer weather, property maintenance and lawn care is a priority for many of us. 

To help you maintain your lawn, garden, trees and shrubs, several services are available to help you with 
the disposal of grass clippings, brush, leaves and limbs. By following these guidelines you will help ensure 
that materials are removed in a timely fashion, keeping your property and neighborhood looking great.

Yard waste includes grass clippings, ornamental grasses, plantings, weeds, twigs and other items removed 
from flower beds and gardens.  (Leaves and brush are collected by the city as noted below.)  Yard waste 
disposal is the responsibility of each property owner.  The City does not collect or dispose of yard waste.  
Residents who require yard waste removal may either contract privately with a service provider for a 
large wheeled bin or purchase Best Way Yard Waste Stickers (sample shown below) for single bag removal.  
For your convenience, Best Way Yard Waste Stickers may be purchased from the City Clerk’s Office; the 
cost is $10 for five (5) stickers. If you wish to contact Best Way Disposal directly about your yard waste 
needs, please do so at 269-463-3232 or visit their web site www.bestway-disposal.com.

Brush/Branches up to 8 feet long and 6 inches in diameter are collected by the city’s Department of 
Public Works. These branches are put through a chipper to be used as garden mulch.  Roots, weeds 
and grass should not be included with brush piles.  Public Works personnel will collect brush from the 
curbside during the second week of each month from May through October.

Leaves are typically collected from the curbside using a vacuum truck.  Leaf vacuums only pick up leaves 
and do not accommodate branches, brush or other yard waste, which will cause the equipment to fail. 
Public Works personnel will collect leaves from March 15th through April 30th and then again from 
October 15th through November 30th, weather permitting.  

Invasive Plants 2015 
Management Plan 
On-Site Education 
Session, May 6th  
Public education is an integral part of the planning 
process for managing invasive plants.  Applied 
Ecological Services, Inc., a firm hired to assist 
with the prevention, control, and long-term 
management of invasive plant species problems 
in and around St. Joseph, explain that resident 
involvement can only help the process as realistic 
management goals are developed; additionally, it 
ensures a greater chance of long-lasting success in 
reducing invasive species populations.  

So, we invite you to please join us for our first 
on-site education session, which will take place at 
Kiwanis Park on Wednesday, May 6th at 5:30 p.m. 

To learn more about the assessment and 
recommendations, you can download Applied 
Ecological Services, Inc.’s 70-page report by 
going to our web site, www.sjcity.com. 

Questions?  Please call the City Manager’s Office 
at 269-983-5541.   

Fountain Hours  
May 1st – May 23rd: 
Noon – 2 p.m. and 5 – 9 p.m. daily
May 24th - September 7th:  
9 a.m. – 10 p.m. daily
September 8th – Closing:
Noon - 2 p.m. and 5 – 9 p.m. daily

Important Property and 
Lawn Maintenance Information

To keep your home and neighborhood looking great, do not put brush and 
leaves in the street during non-collection days.  Other yard waste, as noted 
above, should always be put in an approved container, not in the street.

A reminder:  Your lawn should be less than 6 inches in length.  Grass that 
is found to be longer than 6 inches will be posted and, if not corrected within 
48 hours, will be cut by the city and the cost assessed to your property.  

If you have any questions about these guidelines/ordinances, or require 
special pick-ups please contact Mike Hollacher, code enforcement officer at 
269-983-1212 or by email at mhollacher@sjcity.com

MOVIES IN THE PARK
Every Saturday night beginning July 11th through August 29th
Exciting line-up includes: 

July 11:   The Wizard of Oz 
July 18:   Frozen  
July 25:   Annie (2014) 
August 1:  Jaws 

August 8:  Bad News Bears (1976 version) 
August 15: Dial M for Murder 
August 22: Jurassic Park 
August 29: Free Willy







FOR POLICE, FIRE, MEDICAL EMERGENCY CALL 911
For after hours non-emergency, call (269) 983-2571

ECRWSS
Postal Customer

We’re on the Web!
www.sjcity.com

City Hall is barrier-free. Use the 
lobby elevator.  Accessible parking is 
behind the building.

St. Joseph City Hall
700 Broad Street
St. Joseph, Michigan 49085

Phone: 269-983-5541
Fax: 269-985-0346
email: info@sjcity.com


