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FOR POLICE, FIRE, MEDICAL EMERGENCY CALL 911
For after hours non-emergency, call (269) 983-2571

ECRWSS
Postal Customer MARK YOUR

CALENDAR
Mar 13-15  Diva Days Weekend (SJT)
Mar 16  TwinCATS 9am
Mar 17  St. Patrick’s Day
  Howard Ice Arena closes for the season
Mar 18  Water Services Joint Operating Board 4pm
Mar 19  Downtown Development Authority 8:30am
  Airport Authority 9:30am
  Joint Wastewater Board 11am
  Zoning Board of Appeals 4:30pm
Mar 20  Spring Begins
Mar 23  City Commission 6pm
Mar 24  Library Board 6pm
Mar 25  Parks Advisory Board 8am
Mar 26  MEDIC I 8:30am
Mar 27  Spring break begins at end of day for SJPS
Mar 27 – 29  LEGO Brick Big City Build, 11am
Apr 1  April Fool’s Day
  Yard waste container pickup begins
Apr 3  Good Friday, City Hall, Library & SJPS closed
Apr 4  Easter Eggstravaganza 11am (Silver Beach Carousel)
Apr 5  Easter Sunday
Apr 6  SJPS classes resume
  Last day to register to vote in May election
Apr 8  Household Chemical & Electronic Recycling 
   (berriencounty.org/recycling)
Apr 13  City Commission 6pm
Apr 15  Water Services Joint Operating Board 4pm
Apr 16  Downtown Development Authority 8:30am
  Airport Authority 9:30am
  Joint Wastewater Board 11am
  Zoning Board of Appeals 4:30m
Apr 20  TwinCATS 9am
Apr 21  City water bills due
Apr 22  Earth Day
  Pension Board 10am
Apr 23  MEDIC I 8:30am
Apr 27  City Commission 6pm
Apr 28  Library Board 6pm
Apr 29  Parks Advisory Board 8am
  Recreational Harbor Authority 11am
Apr 30  Cemetery Board 9am
May 2  City Hall open for AV Voting 8am – 2pm
  Blossomtime Grand Floral Parade 1pm
  Library closed
May 3  Antiques on the Bluff (SJT)
May 5  Cinco de Mayo
  Election Day

Leaf and Brush 
Collection Changes 
ImplementedWe’re on the Web!

www.sjcity.com

City Hall is barrier-free. Use the 
lobby elevator.  Accessible parking is 
behind the building.

St. Joseph City Hall
700 Broad Street
St. Joseph, Michigan 49085

Phone: 269-983-5541
Fax: 269-985-0346
email: info@sjcity.com

One of the goals set by the City 
Commission is to provide a neat, clean 
and well maintained community through 
quality services.  Effective planning and 
scheduling of various tasks, such as leaf 
pickup and brush collection, are crucial to 
accomplishing this goal.  To that end, the 
Department of Public Works & Services 
is implementing a new schedule for both 
brush removal and leaf collection.  
 
BRUSH is defined as small branches up 
to 8 inches long and 6 inches in diameter.  
Brush does not include twigs, grass 
clippings or leaves nor does it include an 
entire tree which has been cut down and 
cut into logs.  Brush is typically collected 
and put through a chipper so the root ball 
of each branch must be removed to allow 
it to pass through the chipper.    
 
Public Works will  only remove brush 
during the second week of each month 
from May through October.  During the 
off-season (November through April), 
residents must use their yard waste 
containers to dispose of brush.  
 
LEAF COLLECTION is designed to assist 
residents in the disposal of leaves only; 
other yard waste or brush should not be 
mixed with leaves.  Leaves are typically 
collected from the curbside using a vacuum 
truck, which does not accommodate twigs, 
brush or other yard waste.  
 
Public Works will collect leaves in the 
spring and the fall; spring leaf collection 
will begin March 15th and end April 
30th, and fall leaf collection will begin 
mid-October (October 12th this year) and 
end November 30th of each year.  These 

dates are approximate depending on the 
weather.  During the remainder of the 
year, residents must use their yard waste 
containers to dispose of leaves.  
 
RUBBISH/RECYCLING
The City contracts with Best Way Disposal 
to provide weekly rubbish collection and 
bi-weekly recycling collection; Best Way 
supplies large two-wheeled carts to each 
household for this purpose.  City ordinance 
provides that rubbish carts be placed 
curbside no earlier than 5 p.m. the evening 
before your collection and that carts are 
removed from the curb by 10 a.m. the 
morning after collection.  All rubbish 
must be in a sealed container.  Holiday 
collection is noted in the city calendar.  
 
For your convenience, specific dates for 
each of these services has been identified 
in the city’s 2015 calendar with the 
following icons:

Please call Best Way at 269-463-3232 
with questions pertaining to your rubbish 
pickup and call the Department of Public 
Works at 269-983-6341 for questions 
regarding leaf or brush collection. 

BRUSH REMOVAL –

 
        LEAF COLLECTION –

   RECYCLING – 

Save the Date:  May 15th at 5:30 p.m. 
in downtown for Kick Off!



PARK STREET BRIDGE

Election Schedule for 2015
The City Clerk’s Office will conduct the following Elections during 
the 2015 Calendar Year:
May 5, 2015 – Ballot Proposal – Opportunity for voters to approve additional road funding.  
If approved the proposal would:

• Raises sales and use tax from 6% to 7%
• Eliminates the sales tax on motor fuel
• Removes Higher Education from the School Aid Fund
• Amends the use tax distribution

  ° Trigger the following statutory changes:
  ° Switch to a percentage based wholesale tax on motor fuel
  ° Increase the percentage based wholesale tax
  ° Changes to registration fees for vehicles and heavy trucks
  ° Transportation related reforms for warranties and competitive bidding on road projects
  ° Restore the Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC)
  ° Sales tax on internet sales (Main Street Fairness)

The last day to register to vote in the May 5, 2015 
Special Election is April 6, 2015.

August 4, 2015 – Possible City Commission Primary Election – Deadline for candidate 
petitions is 4:00 p.m. on Tuesday, April 21, 2015. 
 
Under the provisions of the City Charter, candidates shall be nominated at a primary election 
except when there are not more than twice as many qualified candidates as nominees for office.  If 
there are no more than six qualified candidates, there will be no August Primary Election and those 
candidates that have filed valid petitions will appear on the November General Election Ballot.
 
November 3, 2015 – General Election – City Commission Election – Three Commissioners 
will be elected; the two candidates receiving the highest number of votes shall serve for a term of 
four years and the candidate receiving the third highest number of votes shall serve for a term of 
two years.
 
The polls will be open from 7:00 a.m. until 8:00 p.m. on each Election Day. Please take note of 
our permanent polling locations:
 
  Precinct 1 – Library – 500 Market Street
  Precinct 2 – Howard Ice Arena – 2414 Willa Drive
  Precinct 3 – Zion Evangelical UCC Church – 3001 Veronica Drive
 
For information on how to obtain an absent voter ballot, confirm your registration, check your 
polling location or work as an election inspector at the polls, please call the City Clerk’s Office at 
983-6325. 
 
You may also check your voter status or polling location at www.sjcity.com; just click on the 
Michigan Voter Information Center link at the bottom of the home page, then enter your voter 
information. See you at the polls! 

ROAD 
CONSTRUCTION 

IN 2015
Two roadway projects will occur 

in 2015.  Work on Botham Avenue, 

from Niles Avenue to Morton Avenue, 

is scheduled to begin mid-June.  

This project includes complete 

reconstruction of the roadway and 

underground utilities.  Sidewalks and 

sidewalk ramps will also be replaced, 

as needed, within the project area.  

The Botham Avenue project should be 

complete by mid-October.  

The Park Street Bridge Preventative 

Maintenance Project is scheduled 

to begin on September 8, 2015 and 

should be substantially complete 

by mid-November.  This project 

will include work on the bridge 

deck and approach pavement.  The 

construction will be undertaken 

in a part-width manner in order 

to maintain westbound traffic – 

and emergency vehicle access - 

throughout construction.  Additional 

information will be posted to the 

Engineering Department webpage 

when the construction start dates 

draw closer.  Please direct questions 

to City Engineer Tim Zebell, 269-983-

5541 (tzebell@sjcity.com).

Unidirectional 
Flushing Program 
Reminder
Unidirectional flushing of the remaining 
sequences is scheduled to be underway this 
spring, likely between mid-April and the end 
of May.  The remaining hydrant flushing will 
predominantly be located south of Wallace 
Avenue west of Niles Avenue and south of 
Napier Avenue east of Nile Avenue.  Flushing 
north of the St. Joseph River will also be 
completed, predominantly north of Whitwam 
Drive.  In order to reduce the impact to 
our water service patrons, all remaining 
flushing sequences are to be scheduled at 
night.  Questions should be directed to City 
Engineer Tim Zebell. Additional information 
is also available on the city website; 
Engineering Department page.

Riverview 
Cemetery 
Now Offering
Private Family 
Columbaria
Riverview Cemetery, located 
at 2925 Niles Road, not only 
offers burial and cremation lots, 
but includes an alternative to 
in-ground burials with the use of 
columbaria, which by definition, 
are mausoleums or structures with 
niches for cremated remains.  
Riverview Cemetery has previously offered only public columbaria, but new this spring, 
private family columbaria will be available.  These standalone structures will include two 
niches or vaults to hold urns that contain cremated remains (see picture). Please contact 
the Clerk’s office at 269-983-6325 or email cemetery@sjcity.com for more details. 

SAVE THE DATE!
Easter Eggstravaganza
Saturday, April 4
MOVED to the Silver Beach Carousel
Enjoy a magic show, visit with the Easter Bunny, have your 
face painted and more at the Silver Beach Carousel. 
Visit www.silverbeachcarousel.com for more information.

Property Tax Foreclosure
Are you worried about losing your home due to circumstances beyond your control?  The 
County Treasurer is able to offer monthly payment plans to qualified property owners for 
the payment of delinquent taxes.    The County Treasurer’s Office will calculate the amount 
past due and work with you to find an affordable payment strategy to pay your delinquent 
property taxes in the most practical way.

Once a plan has been developed, a monthly installment agreement will be prepared and 
executed by the County Treasurer and the property owner; a monthly payment will be 
expected.  When possible, the property owner will be required to pay all current taxes in 
addition to the scheduled monthly delinquent payments.   

Additional assistance may be available through the Housing Development Authority working 
through the Michigan State University Extension Service.  Please contact the County 
Treasurer’s Office at 269-982-8645 for further information.


