
FOR POLICE, FIRE, MEDICAL EMERGENCY CALL 911
For after hours non-emergency, call (269) 983-2571

ECRWSS
Postal Customer

We’re on the Web!
www.sjcity.com

City Hall is barrier-free. Use the 
lobby elevator.  Accessible parking is 
behind the building.

St. Joseph City Hall
700 Broad Street
St. Joseph, Michigan 49085

Phone: 269-983-5541
Fax: 269-985-0346
email: info@sjcity.com

August Movies in Whirlpool Centennial Park

August 1: 
JAWS

August 8: 
BAD NEWS 
BEARS 
(1976 VERSION)

August 15:  
DIAL M FOR 
MURDER

August 22: 
JURASSIC 
PARK

August 29: 
FREE WILLY
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MARK YOUR
CALENDAR
July 27:	 City Commission 6 pm
July 28:	 Library Board Annual Meeting 6 pm
July 29:	 Parks Advisory Board 8 am
	 Recreational Harbor Authority 11:30 am
	 Brown Bag Concert 12 pm (SJT)
July 31:	 Chalk the Block/Sidewalk Sales (SJT)
	 Friday Night Concert 7:30 pm (SJT)
Aug 1:	 Chalk the Block/Sidewalk Sales (SJT)
	 Movie in Whirlpool Centennial Park – Dusk
Aug 2:	 Chalk the Block (SJT)
	 Antiques on the Bluff 10 am – 5 pm (SJT)
	 Municipal band concerts 3:30 & 7:30 pm
Aug 4:	 National Night Out, Riverview Park 5 – 8 pm
Aug 5:	 Brown Bag Concert 12 pm (SJT)
Aug 6:	 Planning Commission 4:30 pm
Aug 7:	 Fright Night Concert 7:30 pm (SJT)
Aug 8:	 Farmers Market 9 am – 2 pm (SJT)
	 Concours d’Elegance 10 am – 4 pm
	 Movie in Whirlpool Centennial Park – Dusk
Aug 9:	 Municipal band concerts 3:30 & 7:30 pm
Aug 10:	 City Commission 6 pm
Aug 12:	 Brown Bag Concert 12 pm (SJT)
Aug 14:	 Friday Night Concert 7:30 pm (SJT)
Aug 15:	 Farmers Market 9 am – 2 pm (SJT)
	 Movie in Centennial Park – dusk
Aug 16:	 Municipal band concerts 3:30 & 7:30 pm
Aug 17:	 TwinCATS 9 am
Aug 19:	 Brown Bag Concert 12 pm (SJT)
	 Water Services Joint Operating Board 4 pm
	 Household Chemical & Electronic Recycling
		  (berriencounty.org/recycling)
Aug 20:	 Downtown Development Authority 8:30 am
	 Airport Authority 9:30 am
	 Joint Wastewater Board 11 am
	 Zoning Board of Appeals 4:30 pm
Aug 21:	 Friday Night Concert 7:30 pm (SJT)
Aug 22:	 Farmers Market 9 am – 2 pm (SJT)
	 Movie in Centennial Park – dusk
Aug 23:	 Municipal band concerts 3:30 & 7:30 pm
Aug 24:	 City Commission 6 pm
Aug 26:	 Parks Advisory Board 8 am
	 Recreational Harbor Authority 11 am
	 Brown Bag Concert 12:00 pm (SJT)
Aug 27:	 Medic 1 8:30 am
	 Cemetery Board 9 am
Aug 28:	 Friday night concert 7:30 pm
Aug 29:	 Famers Market 9 am – 2 pm (SJT)
	 Movie in Whirlpool Centennial Park – dusk
Aug 30:	 Municipal band concerts 3:30 & 7:30 pm

Fascinating Results from the Resilient 
St. Joseph Master Plan Survey
Understanding how the members of the St. Joseph community see the state of their city 
now, and what they wish it to be in the future, is paramount in helping the City develop 
a community master plan that will help realize the vision of our community members. In 
February 2015, the St. Joseph Master Plan Survey was administered to homeowners, 
renters, business owners, employees, shoppers, and visitors as a part of the Resilient St. 
Joseph master planning effort. We had a total of 1044 individuals complete the survey.

The following summarizes some interesting findings from the survey. For a copy of the 
survey, complete survey results, and a full listing of additional survey comments check 
out the project website at www.resilientmichigan.org/st_joe_survey.asp 

1. Of the 1044 respondents, 74% were full-time City residents, 2% were part-time 
residents, and the remainder lived outside of the City (many of which work within 
the City). 

2. The most popular reasons for living in the City included safety, access to the water, 
recreational opportunities, and the neighborhoods. 

3. More convenient parking was cited as the #1 incentive that would get respondents 
to visit downtown more often. However, respondents were split on whether or not 
they were willing to subsidize parking through additional taxes or support pay-to 
park options. 

4. Respondents ranked the highest priority community amenities/services as well-
maintained sidewalks, schools, downtown, access to Lake Michigan, and public 
safety. 

5. Top priorities for improving the local economy included better access to locally 
produced food and working to retain current employers and employees. 

6. The majority of respondents supported better bicycle and pedestrian facilities and 
improved public transit options. 

About the Project
Resilient St. Joseph is a land-use planning and community development project that 
will result in a new Master Plan for the City and will provide guidance for successful 
community development in the years to come. Through this robust planning effort, the 
citizens and leaders of St. Joseph are working together to strengthen the community’s 
ability to manage changes and challenges of all kinds — and to thrive. Planning for 
a strong and diverse local economy, responsive and interconnected human service 
systems, and carefully managed natural resources will make St. Joseph a more resilient 
and more desirable place to live, now and in the future.

While much of the public input phase of the process is complete, there is still 
opportunity to provide feedback on the draft master plan. The City will hold a public 
open house to unveil the draft plan this fall. Exact date and location TBD. 

We encourage you to sign up for the Resilient St. Joseph monthly newsletter to stay 
informed by visiting www.resilientmichigan.org/st_joe. Questions? Please 
contact Claire Karner, Community Planner at LIAA, at 231-929-3696 or by email at 
ckarner@liaa.org.



BE CAREFUL AT 
CROSSINGS:  
LOOK BEFORE 
YOU STEP
Below are safety tips for 
pedestrians and drivers when 
approaching crosswalks. 

PEDESTRIANS 
•	 Before entering a crosswalk make sure 

it is clear of vehicular traffic.
•	 ALWAYS look left, right and left again 

before entering any crosswalk.
•	 If it is a signalized intersection, cross 

only when the signal allows it and 
watch for vehicular traffic until the 
crossing is complete.

VEHICLES 
•	 When approaching crosswalks, be 

watchful for pedestrians and be 
prepared to stop.

•	 If a pedestrian is occupying a 
crosswalk, you must stop and yield the 
right of way to them.

•	 If it is a signalized intersection, you 
may proceed only when you have a 
green light but must still be alert for 
and yield to pedestrians occupying the 
crosswalk, particularly when making 
turning movements.

19th Annual Chalk the Block 
Friday, July 31 - Sunday, August 2 
Downtown St. Joseph 
Presented by Cook Nuclear/Indiana Michigan Power

WATCH THE ARTISTS 
Artists can check in starting on Friday and will begin working on their 
creations early Saturday morning. Block/Artist viewing will be available all 
day on Saturday and Sunday.

SIDEWALK SALES 
Be sure to check out the Sidewalk Sales downtown starting Thursday, 
July 30, and going through Sunday, August 2.

Plus, check out these weekend events!

FRIDAY 
Friday Night Concert Series - Lake Effect Jazz Big Band 
7:30 p.m. at the John E.N. Howard Bandshell

SATURDAY 
Farmers Market 9am-2pm 
Movies in the Park - Jaws 

SUNDAY 
Antiques on the Bluff 10am-5pm 
Municipal Band Concerts 3:30 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. 

Beach Rules Reminder
Please keep in mind that alcohol and pets are prohibited on city beaches.  The Department of 
Public Safety is stepping up beach enforcement efforts to keep city beaches a pleasant environment 
for everyone, and violators will be cited.  Beach rules are posted at beach entrances. 

Tiscornia Beach and Lions Park Beach (including the beach behind the homes on Lions Park 
Drive) are City beaches and our Department of Public Safety is enforcing our regulations in these 
locations.  Silver Beach County Park is operated by Berrien County but has similar rules and 
regulations which are enforced by the Berrien County Sheriff ’s Department.  If you see violations 
of beach rules, please report them to park personnel or contact law enforcement at 269-926-2538.



Park Street Bridge Preventative Maintenance 
Project to begin after Labor Day 
A Public Meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, August 19th at 6 pm in 
the Commission Chambers, 2nd floor, City Hall. 
The Park Street Bridge project is scheduled to begin September 8, 2015 and should be 
substantially complete by mid-November.  Work on the bridge deck and approach pavement 
will be included in this project.  The construction will be undertaken in a part-width manner 
in order to maintain westbound traffic – and emergency vehicle access - throughout 
construction.  

Please direct questions to City Engineer Tim Zebell, 269-983-5541, tzebell@sjcity.com.

News from 
the Library
For Tweens: Build it! – 
July 28th 2 pm
Come build it at the library!  Supplies will 
be available to build catapults, marshmallow 
shooters, toothpick sculptures, hover-crafts 
and more!  Drinks and snacks provided.

Adults: Marimbamania! – 
July 29th at 10:30 am
Marimbamania is a culturally-based musical 
performance presenting music and marimbas 
from around the world.  Musical selections 
from South America, Mexico, Africa, Japan, 
Germany, and the USA are performed on 
authentic marimbas and vintage xylophones. 

For Teens: Lock-In 
(Ticket Required) – 
August 1st  from 10:00 pm – 6 am! 
Earn your ticket to the all night lock-in at the 
Library!  Games, capture the flag, videos, 
movies, snacks, and fun! 

Free concerts in the library 
garden: 6:30 pm
July 30th, Jack Adams and Band
August 27th, Cameo
(rain location will be Norris Room in the library)

Brush Collection Schedule 
Just a reminder that Public Works collects brush curbside the second week of each month 
from May through October:  August 3 – 7; September 7 – 11; and October 5 – 9. Please 
make sure that branches measure less than 8 feet and no more than 6 inches in diameter 
as branches are put through a chipper to be used as garden mulch. Roots, weeds and grass 
should not be included with brush piles. Brush should not sit curbside for any length of time. 
It should be put out the week of pickup - not prior.  

John Howard celebrated his 96th 
birthday recently.  Standing with him 
is his wife Dede. John and Dede have 
been generous supporters of 
St. Joseph. Happy Birthday John!


