
Your Connection to City Hall and the People Who SERVE You

July-August 2013 Newsletter Volume 19, Issue 4

MARK YOUR CALENDARS

CONTINUED FROM FRONT

July 24th Harbor Authority 12pm
 Brown Bag Concert 12pm (SJT)
 Farmers Market (SJT)
July 25th MEDIC 1 8:30am
 Library Board Annual 
  Meeting 7pm
July 26th Friday Night Concert (SJT)
July 27th Farmers Market (SJT)
July 28th Municipal Band Concerts 
  3:30 and 7:30pm
July 31st Parks Advisory Board 8am
 Brown Bag Concert 12pm (SJT)
 Farmers Market (SJT)
Aug 1st Planning Commission 4:30pm
Aug 2nd Chalk the Block Festival (SJT)
 Friday Night Concert (SJT)
Aug 3rd Chalk the Block Festival (SJT)
 Farmers Market (SJT)

Aug 4th Chalk the Block (SJT)
 Antiques on the Bluff (SJT)
 Municipal Band Concert 
  3:30 & 7:30pm
Aug 5th City Commission 6pm
Aug 6th National Night Out, 
  Riverview Park 5 – 8pm
Aug 7th Brown Bag Concert 12pm (SJT)
 Farmers Market (SJT)
Aug 9th Friday Night Concert (SJT)
Aug 10th Farmers Market (SJT)
 Concours d ’Elegance 
  Classic Car Show
Aug 11th Municipal Band Concerts 
  3:30 & 7:30pm
Aug 14th Brown Bag Concert 12pm (SJT)
 DDA 1pm
 Water Board 4pm
 Farmers Market (SJT)

FOR POLICE, FIRE, MEDICAL EMERGENCY CALL 911

ECRWSS
Postal Customer

We’re on the Web!
www.sjcity.com

City Hall is barrier-free. Use the 
lobby elevator.  Accessible parking is 
behind the building.

St. Joseph City Hall
700 Broad Street
St. Joseph, Michigan 49085

Phone: 269-983-5541
Fax: 269-985-0346
email: info@sjcity.com

Aug 15th Airport Authority 9:30am
 Joint Wastewater 11am
 Zoning Board of Appeals 4:30pm
Aug 16th Friday Night Concert (SJT)
Aug 17th Farmers Market (SJT)
Aug 18th Municipal Band Concerts 
  3:30 & 7:30pm
Aug 19th TwinCATS 9:30am
 City Commission 6pm
Aug 21st Brown Bag Concert 12pm (SJT)
 Farmers Market (SJT)
Aug 22nd MEDIC I 8:30am
Aug 23rd Friday Night Concert (SJT)
Aug 24th Farmers Market (SJT)
Aug 25th Municipal Band Concerts 
  3:30 & & 7:30pm
Aug 28th Parks Advisory Board 8am
 Harbor Authority 12pm
 Brown Bag Concert 12pm (SJT)
 Farmers Market (SJT)
Aug 29th Cemetery Board 9am

City to Launch 
New Web Site
City Commission unveils new web site at July 22nd meeting

We are very excited to announce the launch of our new 
website in July. The new online experience, based on 
analysis of online traffic and people’s viewing behavior, 
features more tools and information not just for city 
residents, but those visiting the area as well.
Along with an updated look and enhanced user 
functionality, all of the content on the site has been 
updated and improved.  The site will offer a sharable 
events calendar, local photography by Joshua Nowicki, 
and all the latest city news and construction updates on 
local projects.

To add to the user experience, the site has been created 
to dynamically change shape to fit whatever device 
you’re on. For example, you’ll be able to comfortably 
browse the site on your iPhone or tablet, as well as, a 
desktop computer.

We’ve also added the ability for you to more easily 
contact us to share your thoughts, report something that 
needs attention, or upload your own photography to 
share with others (the site receives well over 115,000 
visitors every year!)

For added functionality, we’ve enhanced the search 
controls, giving you more ways to find content on our 
site. And we’ve created a “smart” main menu that 
analyzes our pages in real-time and orders them for 
you based on how popular they are. You can learn 
everything from how to obtain a building permit to 
registering to vote with our new “How Do I?” section.
In the end, the site was fully revamped and updated 
to increase efficiencies and provide both residents and 
visitors the tools they need to navigate through what 
St. Joseph has to offer. The website will be officially 
unveiled at the City Commission meeting on Monday 
July 22nd. At that time, all in attendance will be given 
a virtual tour of the new site.

MARK YOUR
CALENDARS
July 3rd Brown Bag Concert 12pm (SJT)
 Farmers Market (SJT)
July 4th Independence Day, City Hall and 
  Library closed
 No rubbish collection
 Fireworks at dusk
July 5th Thursday rubbish collection
 Friday Night Concert (SJT)
July 6th Farmers Market (SJT)
July 7th Antiques on the Bluff (SJT)
 Municipal Band Concerts 3:30 & 7:30pm
July 8th City Commission Meeting 6pm 
July 10th Brown Bag Concert 12pm (SJT)
 Farmers Market (SJT)
July 11th Housing Commission 8:30pm
 Planning Commission 4:30pm
July 12th Friday Night Concert (SJT)
July 13th: Krasl Art Fair
 Library closed
July 14th Krasl Art Fair
 Municipal Band Concerts 3:30 & 7:30pm
July 15th TwinCATS 9:30am
July 16th Board of Review 1:30pm
July 17th Pension Board 9am
 Brown Bag Concert 12pm (SJT)
 DDA 1pm
 Water Board 4pm
 Farmers Market (SJ)
July 18th Airport Authority 9:30am
 Joint Wastewater 11am
 Zoning Board of Appeals 4:30pm
 Mike Yore Memorial Car Show (SJT)
July 19th Friday Night Concert (SJT)
July 20th Farmers Market (SJT)
July 21st Municipal Band Concerts 3:30 and 7:30pm
July 22nd City water bills due
 City Commission 6pm

CALENDAR CONTINUED ON MAILING PANEL

Aug 30th Friday Night Concert (SJT)
  Tri State Regatta arrives  
  late night/early morning at  
  Margaret B. Upton Arboretum
Aug 31st Tri Sate Regatta sailboat fleet 
  in port
 Farmers Market (SJT)
 Regatta Craft Fair (SJT)
Sept 1st Tri State Regatta departs 9am
 Antiques on the Bluff (SJT)
 Municipal Band Concerts 
  3:30 & 7:30pm
 Big Band Concert 9pm
Sept 2nd Labor Day, City Hall and  
  Library closed
 No rubbish collection
 Municipal Band Concerts 
  3:30 & 7:30pm
Sept 3rd SJPS First Day of School
 Monday’s rubbish collected



Concours d’Elegance 
of Southwest Michigan 
Concours d’Elegance of Southwest 
Michigan’s automobile exhibition will be 
held Saturday, August 10th from 10 am – 4 
pm along Lake Bluff Park.  Admission is 
$5 per person; $10 per family. Dozens of 
classic vehicles dating from the dawn of the 
automotive era up to 1977 will be on display. 
All are beautifully restored and several are 
extremely rare and unusual. Pass In Review 
Events are held at Noon, 1:30 and 3:00. 
Awards are announced following the 3:00 
pass in review.

Krasl Art Fair
Experience southwest Michigan’s biggest 
celebration of the Arts July 13 & 14 at the 52nd 
annual Krasl Art Fair on the Bluff!  Celebrate 
the start of Art Fair weekend at the Friday Night 
Kickoff party from 5-10 pm on the Krasl Art 
Center grounds. See outstanding work of 125 
new and 91 returning artists as you stroll through 
the Art Fair at Lake Bluff Park in downtown St. 
Joseph.  Relax and enjoy tantalizing cuisine 
and entertainment in the Food Court.  Let the 
youngsters create artwork and be entertained 
at the Krasl Kid’s Zone and performance stage.  
Saturday night brings Grammy-winning jazz 

St. Joseph Today hosts Chalk the Block
August 2-4     Sponsored by Cook Nuclear/Indiana Michigan Power 

guitarist Paul Brown to Shadowland Pavilion for 
Smooth Jazz at Sunset.  The Art Fair is free and 
handicap accessible with shuttle service available 
at Edgewater Business Center & Kelley’s Bowl. 
The Krasl Art Fair on the Bluff is presented by the 
Krasl Art Center.

Watch as the streets of downtown St. Joseph are 
transformed into beautiful works of art!  Artists 
begin working on their blocks Friday at 4:00 p.m. 
and finish on Saturday at 4:00 p.m. Blocks are 
judged and prizes are awarded for 1st, 2nd, and 
3rd place. View the blocks all day on Sunday. And 
don’t forget to check out the downtown Sidewalk 
Sales starting Thursday, August 1, and going 
through Sunday, August 4.

Fall Construction Projects on the Horizon

Please join the St. Joseph City Commission and staff 
as we welcome our new City Manager, Richard Lewis, 
to St. Joseph. Richard will begin his duties on July 
1st and values the public’s input as well as personal 
relationships, and always has his office door open. The 
public is welcome and encouraged to stop by at any 
time during regular business hours to see Mr. Lewis and 
give an opinion, present information, or to just have a 
conversation.  Richard’s email address is rlewis@sjcity.
com and his telephone number is 983-5541.  

Update from the Inspection 
Department. . . 
The State of Michigan and the Bureau of Construction Codes have informed the City of St. 
Joseph that effective July 1, 2013, the 2011 National Electrical Code and Michigan Part 8 Electrical 
Rules will become effective and enforced for all commercial work. The residential rules are not 
affected at this time. Please note that new application forms will be available beginning July 9, 2013 
at the Inspection Department.  Questions?  Please call 983-1212 for more information.

Several projects will be underway this fall, including 
reconstruction of West Highland Avenue from Veronica 
Drive to Lakeview Avenue, construction of the asphalt 
section of St. Joseph Drive east of Niles Avenue, and 
the 2013 Combined Sewer Overflow (CSO) Project in 
the downtown, predominantly in the alley east of State 
Street, which includes work on the 600 block of Elm 
Street and in alleys east of the 200, 300 and 400 blocks 
of State Street.

The main purpose for the CSO work is to disconnect 
roof drain connections from the sanitary sewer (see 
photo). The discharge from roof drains during large 
rainfall events is a significant contributor to CSO 
discharges and many residential properties in the City 
have improper connections to the sanitary sewer.  In 
fact, approximately 70 residential properties have been 
identified with roof drain and cleanout connections 
that need to be disconnected from the sanitary sewer.  
A study completed in 2008 concluded that the City 
will need to construct storage tanks to store the wet 
weather flow until it can be pumped to the wastewater 
plant for treatment.  Initial estimates put the cost of 
storage at $10,000,000, however, reducing wet weather 

flow may help us to reduce that number.  Residents 
with identified connections either have been, or will 
be contacted by letter.  However, if you don’t receive a 
letter and you have a sump pump or similar clean water 
connection to the sanitary sewer, please take action now 
to disconnect these discharges.  Your prompt attention 
will help the City in its efforts to keep sewer rates in 
check. 

Additionally, the City has hired Wachs Water to conduct 
a unidirectional flushing program of the City’s water 
distribution system.  Unidirectional flushing offers 
many benefits including improved water quality.  The 
unidirectional flushing program will cause sediment to 
be stirred up in the water system so please be on the 
lookout for door hangers as well as other public notices 
as fall approaches.  The best way to avoid experiencing 
discolored water in your home is to refrain from 
using water the day(s) the water is flushed in your 
neighborhood.   If you have any questions regarding any 
of the projects in this article, please contact Rachael 
Whise (rwhise@sjcity.com), Engineering Intern or Tim 
Zebell (tzebell@sjcity.com), City Engineer, or call them 
at 269-983-5541. 

CLEAN SWEEP - Free, Safe Disposal/
Recycling for Pesticides and Mercury
 
The Clean Sweep Program is open to all Michigan farmers, greenhouse operators, golf 
courses, pesticide retailers, or individuals who need to get rid of unwanted, outdated, or 
unused pesticides or mercury.   
 
The 2013 Clean Sweep Collections are June 26, July 31, August 28, and September 25 
in Benton Harbor.  
 
The deadline to register for each collection is 2 weeks prior to the event.  Interested 
participants can contact Jill Adams, 269-983-7111 x8234, email jadams@
berriencounty.org, or check out the website www.berriencounty.org/recycle/
CleanSweepPesticideCollections for a registration form and event details. 
 
Unused pesticides and mercury items should not be thrown in the trash.
Protect public and environmental health, and help keep Michigan pure, by properly 
disposing of these materials through the Michigan Clean Sweep Program. 
 
Learn more about Clean Sweep at www.michigan.gov/cleansweep . 


