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MARK YOUR
CALENDAR
June 22 Brown Bag Concert, noon (SJT) 
June 24 Friday Night Concert Series, 7:30 pm (SJT) 
June 25 Farmers Market, 9 am – 2 pm (SJT) 
  Lest We Forget Reenactment 
June 26 Municipal Band Concerts, 3:30 & 7:30 pm 
  Big Band Concert 9 pm 
June 27 City Commission 6 pm 
June 28 Whirlpool Compass Fountain closed for maintenance 
  Library Board 6 pm 
June 29 Brown Bag Concert, noon (SJT) 
  Recreational Harbor Authority 11:30 am 
June 30 Cemetery Board 9 am 
July 1  Summer tax bills mailed 
  Friday Night Concert Services, 7:30 pm (SJT) 
July 2  Farmers Market, 9 am – 2 pm (SJT) 
  Movie in Centennial Park at dusk 
July 3  Antiques on the Bluff, 10 am – 5 p.m. (SJT) 
  Municipal Band Concerts 3:30 & 7:30 pm 
July 4  Fireworks
  Independence Day, City Hall & Library closed 
  Municipal Band Concerts, 3:30 & & 7:30 pm 
  No rubbish collected 
July 5  Last day to register to vote in August election 
  Monday rubbish collected 
July 6  Brown Bag Concert, noon  (SJT) 
  Tuesday rubbish collected 
July 7  Planning Commission, 4:30 pm 
  Wednesday rubbish collected 
July 8  Library closed 
  Thursday rubbish collected 
July 9  Krasl Art Fair on the Bluff 
  Library closed 
  Farmers Market, 9 am – 2 pm (SJT) 
    Movie in Centennial Park at dusk 
July 10  Krasl Art Fair continues 
  Municipal Band Concert, 3:30 & 7:30 pm 
July 11  City Commission, 6 pm 
July 13  Brown Bag Concert, noon (SJT) 
July 14  Housing Commission, 8:30 am 
  Parks Advisory Board, 8 am 
July 15  Mike Yore Memorial Car Show, 4 – 9 pm (SJT) 
July 16  Farmers Market, 9 am – 2 pm (SJT) 
  Lighted Boat Parade, 10 pm on St. Joseph River (SJT) 
  Movie in Centennial Park at dusk  
July 17  Municipal Band Concerts, 3:30 & 7:30 pm 
July 19  Board of Review, 3 pm 
July 20  Brown Bag Concert, noon (SJT) 
  Water Services Joint Operating Board, 4 pm 
July 21  City water bills due 
  Downtown Development Authority, 8:30 am 
  Zoning Board of Appeals, 4:30 pm 
July 22  Friday Night Concert Series, 7:30 pm (SJT) 
July 23  Farmers Market 9 am – 2 pm (SJT) 
  Movie in Centennial Park at dusk 
July 24  Municipal Band Concerts, 3:30 & 7:30 pm 
  Big Band Concert, 9 pm 
July 25  City Commission, 6 pm 
July 26  Library Board annual meeting, 6 pm 
July 27  Pension Board, 10 am 
  Recreational Harbor Authority, 11:30 am 
  Brown Bag Concert, noon (SJT)
July 29  Friday Night Concert Series, 7:30 pm (SJT) 
July 30  Summer Reading Program at Library ends 
    City Hall open for Absentee Voting, 8 am – 2 pm 
  Farmers Market, 9 am – 2 p m (SJT) 
  Movie in Centennial Park at dusk 
July 31  Municipal Band Concerts, 3:30 & 7:30 pm 

Park Upgrades
Properly planning for and funding an excellent park system is a critical 
component for continuing a high quality of life for residents.

As part of the 2016 – 2020 Parks and Recreation Master Plan, certain capital park projects have 
been planned and improvements begun.  

You might have noticed that most of the playground equipment at Lions Park has been removed due 
to safety concerns as the play equipment is old and worn.   Realizing that it would be sorely missed, 
staff got right to work putting out a Request for Proposal. 

Five proposals were received back with Assistant Public Works Director Grothous first presenting 
them to the Student Council at Lincoln Elementary, which consisted of 14 students from third, 
fourth and fifth grades. These students were asked to give their opinion on the type of playground 
equipment and vote on a preferred design from three renderings shown to them.  The proposals 
were then shared with the Parks Advisory Board (without knowing the students’ choice) and both 
parties were in agreement! Their recommendation was presented and approved by the City 
Commission at their May 23rd meeting.  The approved proposal was submitted by Great Lakes 
Recreation Company out of Zeeland, Michigan.  

Recent upgrades have been made to the Kiwanis’ Tiny Tots Park with the installation of a new 
retaining wall and city-standardized fencing, pictured below. As part of the upgrade, the Park will 
receive a new piece of playground equipment in the very near future. 

Installation of the 
playground equipment 
will take place prior to 
July 15th.  A rendering 
of the approved design is 
shown here. 

Look for park improvements to come very soon to Kiwanis Park with upgrades to the dog park, 
Howard Skate Park, and pickle ball court.



Voting an Absent 
Voter Ballot
If you are turning 60 on or before November 8, 2016 you may 
qualify to be on our Permanent Absentee Voter List.   This year 
promises to be an extremely busy election year, and so for your 
convenience, we are taking this time to urge you to consider 
being placed on the permanent Absentee Voter List.

Upcoming 2016 elections
August 2, 2016 – State Primary Election
November 8, 2016 - Presidential General Election

This year, the State Legislature voted to eliminate straight 
party voting effective with the November 8, 2016 Election. This 
means when voting your November ballot, voters will need to 
work through the entire ballot and select candidate(s) in each 
individual race, which could potentially create long lines at the 
precincts.

The Convenience of Voting 
Absentee Ballot
Pursuant to Election Law, those voters meeting any 
one of the following requirements, may vote ‘absentee’:

 •  Age 60 years old or older
 •  Unable to vote without assistance at the polls
 •  Expecting to be out of town on Election Day (i.e. College   

 Students living away from home)
 •  In Jail awaiting arraignment or trial
 •  Unable to attend the polls due to religious reasons
 •  Appointed to work as an election inspector in a precinct   

 outside of your precinct of  residence

College Students living away from home may also qualify to be 
on the Absentee Voter List if they have registered in person or 
voted in person previously.   Students going off to college will 
want to contact Denise Westfall at 269-983-6325 to ensure they 
are properly registered to vote an Absent Voter Ballot.  

Those included on the Absentee Voter List, will automatically 
receive an absent voter application for every election.  Every 
voter who returns their completed application will automatically 
receive a ballot as soon as they arrive in our office.  Vote in the 
comfort of your own home; no lines, no rush, no hassle.   

If you qualify and the idea of voting as an Absent Voter appeals 
to you or if you have any questions regarding elections, please 
contact the Clerk’s Office at (269) 983-6325.

Television Inspection of City Sewers 
Underway June 13th 
As part of the City’s asset management plan development, the City of St. 
Joseph has begun condition assessment of the City sanitary sewer and 
storm sewer system.  The condition assessment will be completed by 
two contractors (Redzone Robotics and Miller Pipe Tech).  The condition 
assessment will consist of cleaning and television inspection of portions of 
the City’s sanitary and storm sewer systems.  Residents should expect to 
see work crews from the City and the two above mentioned contractors 
working throughout the City through November 2016.  This condition 
assessment is being paid for primarily through a $1,000,000 Stormwater, 
Asset Management and Wastewater (SAW) Grant that the City was 
awarded and we are focusing on the Asset Management component. 
 We appreciate your patience as this work is being completed.  Please 
contact City Engineer Tim Zebell at (269) 983-5541 with any questions 
you may have.



Notice of Repeal – St. Joseph Housing
Effective August 29, 2013, the City of St. Joseph repealed Section 41.17 
of the Code of Ordinances of the City of St. Joseph, Michigan, which had 
required persons reside in the City of St. Joseph not less than three (3) years 
before applying for admission to public housing.  

The City of St. Joseph and the St. Joseph Housing Commission are fully 
committed to accepting public housing applications from 
all persons, not just City residents, and fully support equal 
housing opportunity within the community regardless of race, 
color, national origin, religion, sex, familial status, or disability.

In early spring, the St. Joseph Department of Public Safety launched 
a Facebook page. The primary goal of the Facebook page is for 
use as an investigative tool.  It will also be utilized as a means 
of communicating information to both residents and visitors. 
Communication such as parking restrictions during special events, 
temporary road closures and detours, safety information and more, 
will be included on the page.  Facebook users will find all contact 
information for the department on the page and are asked to please 
“Like” our Facebook page. 

“Like” our Facebook page

Lakeview Avenue 
Resurfacing Project 
Lakeview Avenue, from Hilltop Road, to West Highland Avenue, will 
be under construction beginning July 11th.  The primary reason 
for the work is to resurface the deteriorating roadway.  While the 
resurfacing work is underway, some drainage system improvements 
will be undertaken between Colonial Avenue and West Highland 
Avenue.  Additionally, sidewalk ramps from the south end of 
Veronica Drive to West Highland Avenue will be reconfigured as 
needed to meet current standards.  Please contact City Engineer 
Tim Zebell at 269-983-5541 with concerns or questions.

Frank Graham 
Parks Laborer
 

Morganne Hubbell
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Michael Christensen
Facilities Manager
 

Eric Mann
Parks Laborer
 

Kiri Groth
Water Clerk
 

Jeffrey Rechner
Parks Foreman

Invasive Species Treatment Update
As a follow-up to the initial treatment of Japanese Knotweed along the 
central ravine sanitary sewer right-of-way and a portion of Kiwanis Park, 
the St. Joseph City Commission has approved an agreement with Native 
Landscapes of Kalamazoo, Michigan to apply the second year of treatment 
to those areas this summer and fall.  City officials are encouraged with 
early results from the initial treatments.  Native Landscapes will also 
conduct an invasive species survey in Riverview Park this summer. 

As part of their agreement with the City of St. Joseph, Native Landscapes 
will offer the same unit pricing for treatment of private property areas 
adjacent to the City treatment areas.  Interested property owners should 
contact the City of St. Joseph Department of Public Works at (269) 983-
6341 for more information about this program or any general questions 
regarding invasive species.

City of St. Joseph New Hires







FOR POLICE, FIRE, MEDICAL EMERGENCY CALL 911
For non-emergency, call 926-2538

ECRWSS
Postal Customer

We’re on the Web!
www.sjcity.com

City Hall is barrier-free. Use the 
lobby elevator.  Accessible parking is 
behind the building.

St. Joseph City Hall
700 Broad Street
St. Joseph, Michigan 49085

Phone: 269-983-5541
Fax: 269-985-0346
email: info@sjcity.com

Do you know that we can now process credit cards over the counter for water bills, city taxes, park reservations, parking tickets and other fees?  You can pay by Visa, MasterCard, 
American Express and Discover card. To pay online, go to www.sjcity.com and click on the “Pay My Bill” icon located at the upper right side of the home page.  Please note that a 
convenience charge of 3% ($2 minimum) for all credit card payments will be applied.   

July 30thJuly 23rdJuly 16thJuly 2nd July 9th

Free Movies Each Saturday at Dusk
July and August • Whirlpool Centennial Park
July’s Line Up


