
 
Meeting Minutes 

 
St. Joseph Downtown Development Authority 

 
Wednesday, February 15, 2012 1:00 PM     St. Joseph City Hall 

 
Present   Absent  

Members    Bret Bortner     Mary Goff  
     Vicki Campbell   
     Janet Dykstra    
     Stephanie Grill 
     Tom Jennings  
     Frank Walsh  
     Diane Wollenslegel  
          
Staff:      Susan Solon, Communications & Marketing Director 
     Derek Perry, Director of Public Services 
       
Guests:    Jayme Neumann – Edgewater Bank 
     Brian Smith, St. Joseph Today 
     John Matuszak, H-P  
     Joanne Johnson – American Disabilities Rep. 
 
Minutes.  The Minutes of the meeting held on January 18, 2012 were unanimously 
approved, as presented.   
 
Financial Reports:  The January 2012 financial report was unanimously approved as 
presented.  
  
Jayme Neumann, on behalf of Edgewater Bank, spoke about a loan program they are 
offering to downtown businesses. She explained that this loan program offers up to $35,000 
at low fixed rate for St. Joseph business owners who wish to fresh up their exterior or interior 
of their business. For more information, she can be contacted at 982-4175. Jayme 
mentioned that Edgewater Bank will offer this same program to Benton Harbor businesses 
the following week. 
 
Vice Chair Bortner also introduced Joanne Johnson, who represents Americans with 
Disabilities. She stated that she is interested in attending Master Plan meetings to give input 
on sidewalks, etc.  
 
Agenda Items: 

• Banners. Discussion continues on banners and it was decided that the material option 
would not be vinyl.  Vice Chair Bortner shared his conversation with Corey at KBW 
Banner and Corey cautioned him on word usages such as Shopping District and 
suggested a one word phrase: Shopping. Discussed ensued. Time line was discussed 
ensuring banners will be erected well in advance of the Sr. PGA.   
 

• 5-10 year Master Plan: Vice Chair Bortner spoke that the next subcommittee meeting 
will be the first Tuesday of March, March 6th at 6:30 p.m., Pump House Grille. 



 
• New Downtown Businesses Update/Vacancies:   

Brian noted a new business going into the old LaDeeDa’s space.  They are calling 
themselves State Street Stuff, and selling funny, eclectic type stuff. Tom Jennings 
mentioned that he knew who they were; nice folks and from Chicago.  

• Brian noted that the Asian Express has closed. 
• Brian mentioned that Cassava was moving to Benton Township. 
• Brian reported that the former Port 412 was purchased and will open soon with the 

new name “The Buck”. They are waiting for their liquor license to come through prior 
to opening. 
 

Brian Smith reported a successful Magical Ice Carving Festival. Discussion about the 
improvement in the quality of the sculptures was had.  Manager Walsh mentioned how 
slippery the bricks in the streets were.  Tom Jennings noted that he obtains salt from Pater 
True Value and it is really good and costs $14.95 per bag and has a green logo. He cannot 
remember the name. Discussion ensued. 
 
Susan Solon spoke of the Cottage & Lakefront Living Show taking place March 23 – 25 in 
Grand Rapids. Twelve non-profit groups in the St. Joseph/Benton Harbor area will create “At 
the Shore” at the tradeshow with the overall sponsor being Shore Magazine. 
 
Susan asked if Light Up the Bluff through Valentine’s Day is beneficial to the downtown? The 
general consensus was that it was.  
 
Susan spoke of the former “Venetian Weekend” with events taking place, including a car 
show being sponsored by Hilliard Lyons. Mention of several Chicago big bands during that 
weekend are also being discussed. 
 
The Board as a whole thanked Derek Perry and his staff for clearing and salting the 
sidewalks, making it safe for folks to walk throughout the downtown safely.  
 
Vice Chair Bortner reminded everyone of the Master Plan meeting, March 6th at 6:30 p.m. at 
Pump House Grill.  
 
Meeting adjourned at 1:42 p.m. The next regular meeting is Wednesday, March 21st 1 p.m. 
at City Hall.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Susan Solon 
DDA Director 
 


