
Your Connection to City Hall and the People Who SERVE You

August 2016 Newsletter Volume 22, Issue 3

MARK YOUR
CALENDAR
Aug. 24 Brown Bag Concert 12:00 pm (SJT) 
Aug. 25 Cemetery Board 9:00 am 
Aug. 26 Friday Night Concert Series 7:30 pm (SJT) 
Aug. 27 Farmers Market 9:00 am – 2:00 pm (SJT) 
 Movie in Centennial Park @ dusk, Homeward Bound 
Aug. 28 Municipal Band Concerts, 3:30 & 7:30 pm 
Aug. 31 Brown Bag Concert 12:00 pm (SJT) 
 Recreational Harbor Authority 11:30 am 
Sept. 1 Planning Commission 4:30 pm 
Sept. 2 Tri-State Regatta boats arrive late night/early morning 
 Friday Night Concert 7:30 pm (SJT) 
Sept. 3 Tri-State Regatta sailboats in port 
 Craft Fair 10:00 am – 5:00 pm (SJT) 
 Farmers Market 9:00 am – 2:00 pm (SJT)  
Sept. 4 Tri-State Regatta boats depart 9:00 am 
 Antiques on the Bluff 10:00 am – 5:00 pm (SJT) 
 Municipal Band Concerts, 3:30 & 7:30 pm 
Sept. 5 Labor Day 
 City Hall & Library closed 
 No rubbish collection 
 End of Season Final Municipal Band Concerts 
Sept. 6 SJPS First Day Back to School 
 Monday rubbish collected 
Sept. 7 Whirlpool Compass Fountain closed for maintenance 
 Tuesday rubbish collected 
Sept. 8 Parks Advisory Board 8:00 am 
 Housing Commission 8:30 am 
 Wednesday rubbish collected 
Sept. 9 Thursday rubbish collected 
Sept. 10 Farmers Market 9:00 am – 2:00 pm (SJT) 
Sept. 12 City Commission 6:00 pm 
Sept. 15 Summer taxes due by 5:00 pm 
 Downtown Development Authority 8:30 am 
 Zoning Board of Appeals 4:30 pm 
Sept. 17 Farmers Market 9:00 am – 2:00 pm (SJT) 
Sept. 21 Water Services Joint Operating Board 4:00 pm 
Sept. 24 4th Annual Fall Festival (SJT) 
 Farmers Market 9:00 am – 2:00 pm (SJT) 
 St. Joseph Wine Festival (SJT) 
  & Public Art Auction 4:00 pm – 9:00 pm  
 Home Chemical & Electronics Recycling 
 (berriencounty.org/recycling) 
Sept. 26 State of the City Community Meeting 6:00 pm  
 City Commission 7:00 pm 
Sept. 27 Library Board 6:00 pm 
Sept. 28 Recreational Harbor Authority 11:30 am

St. Joseph Wine Festival 
& Public Art Auction
Saturday, September 24th, 4:00 – 9:00 pm, Whirlpool Centennial Park  

You cannot find a better backdrop in the fall season to sample Michigan wines, dine on 
local cuisine and listen to live music, all while bidding on your favorite piece of public 
art, below the bluff in Whirlpool Centennial Park. 

Join us for the annual City public art auction Saturday, September 24th, beginning 
around 5:30 p.m., under the tents in Whirlpool Centennial Park, next to 
the Whirlpool Compass Fountain.  The art will be in place at 4 p.m. for 
viewing and the registration table will open at 4 p.m. The 20 adorable 
“beach bugs”, all created by imaginative artists, will be on 
the auction block under the direction of professional 
auctioneer Jerry Glassman.  The fiberglass snails, 
caterpillars, bumble bees and ladybugs 
would fit perfectly in a garden, on a 
porch, next to a pool, or even in a child’s 
bedroom or playroom.  Some important 
rules to remember when bidding on one 
of these cute bugs are:

The minimum bid for each item is $500
Items are sold in ‘as is’ condition
All sales are final after the auctioneer announces 
“sold”
No exchange or refunds
No money will be exchanged at the time of the auction; all buyers will be invoiced
Payment in full must be received within 15 days of receiving your invoice & prior to pickup
Items will be available the Monday following the auction, for immediate pickup and upon 
payment
Prior arrangements must be made with the City if you require local delivery

We look forward to seeing you flit from bug to bug and buzz home with your favorite 
one! If you have questions, please email ssolon@sjcity.com or call 269-983-5541.



HOW TO MAKE THE 
NOVEMBER 8, 2016 ELECTION EASIER
THE CONVENIENCE OF VOTING ABSENTEE BALLOT
Pursuant to Election Law, voters meeting any one of the following 
requirements may vote ‘absentee’:

• Age 60 years old or older
• Unable to vote without assistance at the polls
• Expecting to be out of town on Election Day (i.e. College 

Students living away from home)
• In Jail awaiting arraignment or trial
• Unable to attend the polls due to religious reasons
• Appointed to work as an election inspector in a precinct outside 

of your precinct of residence

College Students living away from home may also qualify to be on 
the Absentee Voter List if they have registered in person or voted in 
person previously.   Students going off to college will want to contact 
Denise Westfall at 269-983-6325 to ensure they are properly 
registered to vote an Absent Voter Ballot.  

If you move, change your address immediately at either the 
Secretary of State’s Office or at the office of your local clerk.  If you 
are already a Michigan voter and change your address at the clerk’s 
office you can avoid the Secretary of State’s Office altogether.  

When relying on the US Postal Service, please allow 2 to 5 business 
days for 1st class mail.  Mailing ballots back requires extra postage.   

Notice of Repeal 
St. Joseph Housing
Effective August 29, 2013, the City of St. Joseph repealed Section 41.17 of 
the Code of Ordinances of the City of St. Joseph, Michigan, which had required 
a person to reside in the City of St. Joseph not less than three (3) years before 
applying for admission to public housing.

The City of St. Joseph and the St. Joseph Housing Commission are fully 
committed to accepting public housing applications from all persons, not 
just City residents, and fully support equal housing opportunity within the 
community regardless of race, color, national origin, religion, sex, familial 
status, or disability.

“Team Up Against Cancer” is a community fundraising and educational 
event dedicated to helping those fighting cancer and providing information to 
increase awareness and prevention of cancer.

This annual event originally used the title “Play for Pink”,  focusing on breast 
cancer research and support. Beginning in 2016, the name and scope of the 
effort has been rebranded as “Team Up Against Cancer” to broaden overall 
participation, support services and encouragement for those facing a variety of 
cancer challenges.

Friday, September 30, 2016, the “Team Up Against Cancer” main event 
will be the St. Joseph High School varsity home football game in Dickinson 
Stadium. Gates open at 5:00 pm with local vendors offering a variety of pregame 
food and beverages with 20% of the sales to benefit three area cancer support 
organizations.

All proceeds from the various opportunities will assist adult cancer support 
services at Marie Yeager Cancer Center, provide pediatric support services at 
Berrien County Cancer Services, and be targeted for breast cancer research.
To find out more about “Teamup Against Cancer, visit 
bit.ly/TeamUpAgainstCancer or email questions to team_up@comcast.net. 
  

Open Pickleball is now being offered at the John and Dede Howard 
Ice Arena.  Open play will be held each Monday and Wednesday, from 
6:00 pm – 9:00 pm, and run through Wednesday, October 19. Cost is 
$5.00 for drop-in play or a season pass can be purchased for $40.00.  
All payments and registrations will be made on site at the Howard Ice 
Arena. Instructors will be available each Monday at 6:00 pm for those 
who are interested in learning more about the game.  

We are deeply saddened by the 
loss of one of our own. . .

Kalvin Higbee, age 42, passed away suddenly 
last week from a bee sting.  Kalvin worked 
in our Public Works Department as a Water 
& Sewer Serviceman for the past 9 ½ years.  
Kalvin’s smile was contagious and he will 
be missed dearly by all who knew him. 
Our deepest condolences to his family.



Korean War Memorial in 
Lake Bluff Park Restored
Over the past year, city staff has been working with the Korean War Veterans of 
Southwest Michigan to restore their monument located in Lake Bluff Park.  Due to 
some settling over the years, the rain water was not draining appropriately from 
the monument; thus, puddling gathered on top of a portion of the monument. 
The puddling, over time, left some very unsightly discoloration to the monument.  
City staff met with Mike Rose of Rose Concrete and Ryan Mishler from St. Joe 
Monument Company, and both were more than willing to help the cause.  In 
fact, both companies donated much of their time and materials to the project. 
On behalf of the City of St. Joseph and the Korean War Memorial Veterans 
of Southwest Michigan, we would like to thank Rose Concrete and St. Joe 
Monument for their generosity to our community.

Leaf Pickup to Begin October 10
Curbside leaf removal is a service provided to our city residents.  This year, the 
program will commence on October 10, with the last day to pick up leaves being 
November 30. For your convenience, please rake your leaves into the curb for 
collection. To keep leaves from interfering with traffic, residents who live along 
major streets such as Niles Avenue, Main Street, and Lakeshore Drive may bag 
their leaves or rake them onto the tree lawn for collection. 

Large equipment is used to pick up leaves so it is important that you do not place 
other items (branches, trash, grass, rocks, sod, and yard waste) in your leaf pile as 
these items can damage the equipment and cause delays for everyone using the 
service.  The program includes multiple passes around the City of St. Joseph to 
accommodate all its residents and to take into account undeterminable leaf fall.

Similarly, in the springtime, the program is commenced from March 15th through 
April 30th. 

Please remember that at all other times, residents must dispose of their leaves 
utilizing a yard waste container.  Residents may place their leaves in biodegradable 
paper yard waste bags, but they must contact the Department of Public Works at 
983-6341 to arrange for a separate pick up time.

If you see storm drains covered with leaves or other debris, please clear these 
items from the storm drain or call Public Works at 983-6341 to avoid road 
flooding during large rainfall events.

Fall Hours 
for the
Whirlpool 
Compass 
Fountain:
September 6 – October 2:  Noon – 2:00 pm and 5:00 – 9:00 pm Daily
October 3 – First Monday in May:  Closed for the season



FOR POLICE, FIRE, MEDICAL EMERGENCY CALL 911
For after hours non-emergency, call (269) 926-2538

ECRWSS
Postal Customer

We’re on the Web!
www.sjcity.com

City Hall is barrier-free. Use the 
lobby elevator.  Accessible parking is 
behind the building.

St. Joseph City Hall
700 Broad Street
St. Joseph, Michigan 49085

Phone: 269-983-5541
Fax: 269-985-0346
email: info@sjcity.com

Fall story time begins Sept. 13 & 14
Tues. @ 6:30pm
Weds. @ 10:30am

The St. Joseph/Maud Preston Palenske Memorial Library 
invites you to attend a special 

Thank You Open House
Thursday, August 25th

4:30-6:30pm
Celebrating 50 years at our Market Street location 

Showcasing our new renovations and beautiful garden
Dedication ceremony for the Felland Auditorium at 4:30pm  

Refreshments will be provided, along with tours of the library. 
Event will be followed by our Music in the Garden concert at 6:30pm

 Library News:

Share Your Opinions 
and Concerns at a 
Community Meeting

The City invites residents to the State 
of the City Community Meeting to 
share what is happening at City 
Hall and to listen to your ideas 
and concerns.  This year, the City 
Commission will hold one meeting 
on September 26th at 6:00 pm, 
located at City Hall, 700 Broad 
Street, 2nd Floor Chamber. 


